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Chartwells
now accepting
credit cards

Purchases
must be five or
more dollars

BY AsHLEY RicHMOND
Staff Writer

Chartwell's Dining Services is
now accepting MasterCard and Visa.

Since new management took over
the campus dining areas, the Nosh,
Aroma’s Bakery; the C-store and the
U-Mart; located on south campus,
credit cards have not been accepted,
until last Monday.

Carla Cassulo, food service
director for Chartwell’s, said, “T had
met with a student group that had said
credit cards used to be accepted. They
felt there was a need.”

In addition to this group, Cassulo
consulted groups of student residents
to see how they felt. The consensus,
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I don’t usually like
carrying cash. | find
that using a check
card is a lot more
convenient.

~ Johnathan Friedman,
graduate student, English
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according to Cassulo, was that the
students wanted to have the ability to
use their credit/debit cards for their on
campus meals.

Since the addition of this form of
payment, Cassulo said there has not
been much increase in its use.

“We didn't advertise right way,
but we haven’t seen as much increase
as we anticipated,” Cassulo said.

Britt Sherman, graduate, Museum
Studies program, said with these
recent changes her patronage will
increase.

“T'm more likely to come and get
lunch here if I don’t have to get $20
from the ATM,” Sherman said.

Jonathan Friedman, graduate,
English, agrees that he would rather
not have to carry money to school.

“I don’t usually like carrying cash.
I find that using a check card is a lot
more convenient. Besides, my wife
takes the money out of my wallet.”
Friedman said.

According to Cassulo, there is a
transaction fee that must be paid to
the bank each time the food outlet
accepts credit.

Because of the fee, Chartwell’s
has placed a $5 minimum on
purchases that are made using
credit/debit cards.

According to Kristin Little,
graduate, Museum Studies program,
charging $5 is not hard to do.

“By the time you put together a
lunch-sized meal, you will definitely
reach that minimum,” Little said.

Little does not think that putting a
$5 minimum will deter customers. In
fact, this addition is expected to
entice more customers, both regulars
that find plastic more convenient and
newcomers that never have cash
handy.

Cassulo hopes the policy change
will have positive results for
Chartwell’s. “T’d really like to see an
increase in usage to make this (new
method of payment) worth our
while,” Cassulo said.
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI - ST. LOUIS

ystem?

Presidents of both colleges make announcement

BY JASON GRANGER
News Editor

Northwest Missouri State
of Missouri-
Maryville if the school’s

UM System
President Elson Floyd
and Northwest
Missouri  President
Dean L. Hubbard
made the
announcement April 7
that they are exploring the
possibility of Northwest
Missouri State joining

Northwest Missouri
State would - become
the fifth campus in the
System, joining the
St. Louis, Kansas
City, Columbia and
Rolla campuses.
The move could
come as early as
July 1, 2003.
Hubbard  said

joining the UM
System presents a
strategic test for the
students, _ faculty
and  staff of
Northwest Missouri

“We had to ask

the challenges?” Hubbard

. Pacheco about it before he retired, and

Participants an

]

|

he was all for it.”

After Floyd was hired in December,
he was briefed about the situation and
decided the possibility was worth
further explaration. Floyd said his first
concern was making sure that a
recognized working relationship
between the UM campuses and
Northwest Missouri State was already
in place.

“Initially, I wanted to make sure an
established connection was made,”
Floyd said. “After I was sure that was
the case, I decided to go ahead and start
talks with President Hubbard.”

After the two talked, they reached

an

agreement to

begin exploring the option of adding
Northwest Missouri State to the UM
System. :

“He [Floyd] was in favor, and I was
in favor,” Hubbard said. “If we want to
do it, then let's do it.”

Northwest -Missouri State, with an
enrollment of about 6,600 students,
would become the second smallest
campus in the System, next to Rolla,
which has an enrollment of just of
5,300. Despite its small size, Hubbard
said his school has a lot to offer to the
University of Missouri. He cited
Northwest Missouri State’s alternative

—=
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fuel and quality management programs
as benefits to the UM System and its
students.

Hubbard also referred to a long and
successful working partnership with
the UM System.

“We’ve had a very cordial working
relationship with the University of
Missouri for years,” Hubbard said.
“We've done a lot of things together; so
we decided why not try? It takes two
hands to clap.”

Floyd stressed that as of now, the
whole process is in the planning stages,
and there are still several steps

P

| Floyd also said the
schedule for the merger is
tentative. According to

.= Floyd, they hope to have

the decision finalized as
early as July 1, 2003.
“There’s a very,
- ambitions schedule in
i place right now,” Floyd
said. 1 sent out
electronic  message
today and have received 30
responses already.”
Hubbard said he would
stay on at Northwest Missouri
State in a slightly different role

B
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that have to be taken before the
move is complete.

“As of now, no definitive decision
has been made,” Floyd said.

“The move has to be approved by
Northwest Missouri State’s Board of
Regents and the University of Missouri
Board of Curators. Once those two
governing bodies have made their
decisions, the state legislature has to
sign off on the idea.”

All decisions dealing with state-
funded colleges and universities have
to be approved by the state legislature
before they can go into affect.

than he currently occupies.

“I would be the chancellor
at Northwest,” Hubbard said.
“I want to be treated the

same, and I want this
University to be treated the
same as anyone and
anything else in the
System.”
Some eyebrows have been
raised as the why Northwest
Missouri State was focused on,
instead of some of the other
state schools, in particular,
Southeast Missouri State
University and Southwest
Missouri State University.
Southeast Missouri State is
the fastest growing university
in the state, with enrollment .
predictions topping 16,000
by 2006, and Southwest
Missouri State already has
approximately 19,000 students
enrolled.

According to Floyd, those
two schools are totally self-
sufficient and are large

enough that they have no desire to

join the UM Systern. What made this
exploration possible was Northwest
Missouri State’s initial enthusiasm and
overtures.

Since their initial conversations,
Hubbard said he and Floyd have begun
a strong professional friendship.

“We've developed a real strong
friendship,” Hubbard said. “I have
nothing but admiration for him. He's
very articulate and intelligent. My wife
told me the same thing after she met
him, and I told her “You've never said
that about me before.™

see MERGER, page 3

SGA office candidates take part in debate

swer questio

—

Mike Sherwin/ The Current

I The candidates for the SGA presidency participated in a public debate Thursday afternoon in the Pilot
| House. From left, the candidates are Adam Schwadron, Frederick Eccher lll, and Adam Beumeler. At

far right is the moderator of the debate, Stanford Giffith. The debate was sponsored by The Current.

BY JASON GRANGER
News Editor

Last Thursday, students got the
opportunity to meet the candidates for
president, = vice - president and
comptroller of the Student
Government Association in a debate
hosted by The Current. s

Adam Buemeler, Frederick Eccher
IIT and Adam Schwadron are running
for president, Kristin Runde is running
for vice president, and Levi Locke,
Benny Suen and Jay Zhang are
running for comptroller.

Each candidate was allowed two
minutes to make an opening remark to
the approximately twenty-five people
in attendance.

In his opening remarks, Schwadron
addressed the fact that students who
live in the residence halls have no
means to get food during the
weekends. r

“Residents, - currently, cll_.ﬁ-ing the
weekend, do not have access to food
using their food cards,” Schwadron
said. “I think that is a big problem that
we need to rectify. There are many
students who, during the weekend,
don’t get a thing to eat.”

Schwadron also addressed the issue
of parking difficulties. He mentioned
the fact that the University is
addressing the parking problems in the
master plan, but he believes more still

ns from audience

needs to be done.

Eccher discussed his lawsuit
against the UM System and its benefits
for students.

“lI won a court battle to get you
your tuition refunded to you [the
students],” Eccher said. “T've been
running for SGA president for the last
three years, and there are several issues
that I want to fix in this University.”

Buemeler said he wants to give
students a voice, particularly in dealing
with the campus administration.

“The reason I am running for SGA
president is I want to help students,”
Buemeler said. “T believe parking is a
big issue that, as president, one of us
may be encountering when in office.”

After their opening speeches, the
crowd was given an opportunity to ask
questions of the candidates. The three
candidates addressed the recent
passage of a sexual preference non-
discrimination clause by SGA.

Eccher said he was fully behind the
passage of the resolution and that
“there  should not be any
discrimination on this campus.”

Buemeler took a more hard-line
stance on the passage of the resolution.

“I believe we should follow what
the nation’s guidelines are in regards to
that type of legislation,” Buemeler
said.

see SGA DEBATE, page 3
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Thru April 17
Last Week For
Submissions

Bellerive is accepting submissions
(poetry, short stories, essays, photos,
artwork, etc.). Include your name,
phone number, and email. Drop sub-
missions off at the Honors College
Student  Office, the English
Department Office, or the Fine Arts
Office. Deadline: April 17. For more
info., email nancygleason @umsl.
edu.

Mon 14

Chemistry Colioquia
The topic of the chemistry colloguia
is “The Design, Synthesis and
Applications of Chemical Precursors
to Advanced Ceramic Materials.”
The colloquia begins at4 p.m. in 451
Benton Hall. Coffee will be served at
3:45 p.m. The event is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Lawrence Barton at 516-
5334.

Mon 14 cont)

Monday Noon Series

The title of this week’s Monday Noon
Series is “Rural Poverty.” The event
is from 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. in 229
of the JC Penney Conference Center.
Mark Rank, professor, and Shirley
Porterfield, assistant professor, from
the George Warren Brown School of
Social Work at Washington
University will discuss hunger and
poverty issues and related social wel-
fare reform efforts in rural American
communities. The event is free and
sponsored by The Center for the
Humanities. For more information,
contact Karen Lucas at 516-5699.

Tues 15

Career Services

A resume writing workshop by Career
Services will be held from 11 a.m. to
12 noon in 278 MSC. Leam the basics
of creating a resume that will entice
employers. Registration required. The
workshop is free. To register, call 516
5111 or visit Career Services in 278
MSC. For more information, call 516-
5111.

Tues 15 (cont)
Etiquette banguet

An Etiquette Banquet will begin at
12:30 p.m. in Century Room A on the
3rd floor of the MSC. Maria Everding,
a nationally recognized etiquette con-
sultant, will guide participants through
the meal. Admission for students is
$10. Space is limited. Register in
Career Services, 278 MSC.

Tues 15, Wed 16
Student Government
Student Government Association elec-
tions are being held Tuesday, April 15,
and Wednesday, April 16, online at
wiww.umsledu.

Wed 16

Mirthday

Mirthday is from 12 noon to 6 p.m. on
the MSC patio. There are camival
rides, bumper cars and musical enter-
tainment. The event is free and spon-
sored by the University Program Board
& Student Life. For more information
contact Korey Winslow at 516-5531.

Wed 16 (cont)

Golden Key

The Golden Key International Honour
Society is having a meeting at 4 p.m. in
the Golden Key Cubicle in the Student
Organizations Office on the 3rd floor
of the MSC.

Thur 17

Physics colloquium

The title of the Physics Colloquium is
“The Small World of the Nobel
Nematode C. Elegans.” The event will
be held from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in 328
Benton Hall. The event is free and
open to all audiences. For more infor-
mation call Alice Canavan at 516-
5933,

17

Career Services

An interview techniques workshop
will be held from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. in
278 MSC. The event is free and open
to students. Registration required; call
516-5111 or visit Career Services in
278 MSC.

Fri 18 (cont)

Rec Sports

Sign-up deadline for the following
Rec Sports Activities is TODAY,
April 18. Coed Wallyball Triples
Tournament - one-night tourney
held Monday, April 21, from 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m., at the MT Racquetball
Courts. 3-Sport Challenge - men’s
and women's 3-sport skills compe-
tition being held at the Mark Twain
Rec center, Tuesday, April 22, 3:30
p.m. to 5 p.m. Tennis Tournament-
Intramural tourney held at the
UMSL Tennis Courts on Sunday,
April 27, 9 am. to 1 p.m. Coed
Softball Tournament & BBQ-
Sunday, April 27 is the date for the
spring Rec Sports Softball BBQ.
Free food and fun softball for all!
Intramurals are open to_students,
faculty, and staff. Sign up in the Rec
Sports Office (203 MT) by TODAY,
April 18.

Put it on the Board!

Place your event on The Board in our
upcoming edition; restrictions apply.
Call 516-5174 for information.

The Current

The Campus Crimeline

The following criminal incidents were repart-

ed 1o the University of Missouri - St. Louis
Police Department between April 4 and April
10. If readers have information that could
assist the police investigation, they are urged

to call 516-5155. Campus police provides
this information ax a pubﬁt‘ service to pro-
mote awareness. Remember: crime preven-
ton is @ communiry effort.

April 4 - Warrant arrest and nar-
cotics possession

A subject was arrested for narcotics pos-
session and an outstanding warrant.

April 5 -Theft Over $500.00
In room 231 of the Weinman Building
a wallet containing credit cards was

stolen from an unlocked office.

April 5 - Destruction of property
A windows was broken at Normandie
Residence Hall

April 6 - Destruction of property
The front door window was shattered at
Bellerive Residence Hall.

April 7 - Counterfeit parking permit
A counterfeit parking permit was found
in in Garage D.

April 7 - Destruction of property
A vehicle’s window was broken out in
Parking Lot A

April 7 - Stolen auto
At the Kathy Weinman Building, a vehi-
cle was stolen from the parking lot.

April 8 - Counterfeit parking permits
In Garage P two cases of counterfeit
parking permits were found.

April § - Assault Third Degree/ Sexual
Misconduct

At Computer Center Building an
unknown black male subject grabbed a
female student in the buttocks and fled
the scene.

April 9 - Counterfeit parking permit
A counterfeit parking permit was found
in in Garage N.

April 10 - Theft Under $500.00
A parking permit was stolen from the
University Meadows Clubhouse.

During this same time period, four vehi-
cles on campus were “booted” for dis-
playing a counterfeit parking permit. All
of them had to pay $25 to have the boot
removed. All three vehicles were given a
parking ticket in the amount of $250.
Also, students caught using a counterfeir
parking permit are referred to the Vice
Chancellor of Student Affairs for disci-
plinary action. All vehicles that are
parked on campus need to display some
kind of valid parking permit.

Correction

In issue 1083 of The Current in the
story entitled “Students help the dead.”
Stacy Beckenholdt, freshman, anthro-
pology. was erroneously quoted as say-
ing that “many early slaves would bury
their dead in the water, because they

Affica...” The story should have stated
that early slaves would bury their dead
and their dead’s objects near the water.

hoped that their spirits would return to |

See a mistake?
Call us about
corrections that
_need to be made.
516-6810

WHAT’S SO GOOD ABOUT GOOD FRIDAY?

There is a lot of “good stuff” out there—television, video games, and toilet paper, just to name a few.
Their benefits are obvious, but what's so good about Good Friday? Is that day significant?
Is it more than just a day off? Should | care?

The T.G.LF. event explores the question: What's so good about Good Friday? The evening will be filled
with live music, drama, multimedia entertainment, great food and much more. So bring a friend, sit back,
relax and watch the night unfold. You won’t want to miss it.

For more information, please call 314.918.1699 or visit us online at http://tgif.nfiusa.org

ThurSday, April 17, 2003, 7 o'clock p.m.

UMSL North Campus The Pilot House in the Millennium Plaza Student Center
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What is the war on Iraq really about?

‘Speaker dispels myths about Saddam Hussem, Middle East

BY CATHERINE
Mnnnms-l-louuvsn

AEE Editor

Clarence Lo, UM-Columbia
Professor of Sociology, spoke to a
nearly full house on “Oil Economics,
Geopolitical Strategy, and War in
Iraq” at UM-St. Louis on Tuesday,
April 8, at 7 p.m. in the Pilot House.

Lo is a noted authority on the
social and economic impact of war.
The lecture was sponsored by the
campus branch of Amnesty
International, the Instead of War coali-
tion, Biologists for Peace and 15 other
UM-St. Louis groups, students and
faculty.

Lo tried to dispel some widely held
misconceptions. “Students often think
Saddam has the A bomb. He doesn't.
When the Bush administration says
‘weapons of mass destruction, they
mean biological and chemical
weapons. The scope of those weapons
is much smaller; you can't kill any-
where nearly as many people as you
can with an atomic bomb,” he said. Lo
then addressed another myth. T keep
hearing that we went to war in Irag
because Saddam Hussein had a hand
in 9-11. Right after it happened,
United States intelligence started
looking for a connection between Iraq
and the terrorists, but what they found
instead was Al-Qaeda and Saudi con-
nections. The administration since has
been unable to find any connection at
all linking Hussein to that event, and
has admitted this publicly,” he said,
“Yet there are continual reports link-
ing Saddam and 9-11. Our govem-
ment does nothing to correct these
ideas because they are useful.”

Lo outlined four points he would
cover in his talk. The real threat to the
United States, what big business sees
as the threat to the United States, how
the present United States government
sees the concerns of big business as
the concerns of the United States and
finally, the reasons behind the Bush
administration's determination to do
away with Saddam Hussein.

“Another myth is that the greatest
crisis facing the world is an oil short-
age. This is also not true. The greatest
crisis facing the world is the global
warming caused by greenhouse gases
caused by oil consumption,” he said.

“Global warming has already
occurred,” said Lo. “Global tempera-
tures have already risen by one degree

SGA DEBATE, from page 1

the last century. They are expected to
rise-by five degrees in the next centu-
ry,” said Lo. He went on to outline
some of the ecological consequences
of this change. “A rise in temperature
means a rise in ocean levels and
coastal flooding. It also means more
unstable weather, with stronger
storms and droughts. In Chicago a

few years ago, they had an unprece-
dented five-day heat wave, in which
several people died. With projected
increased temperatures, Chicago will,
in 30 years, have the average temper-
atures of Oklahoma and Texas.” Lo
described some of the other conse-

quences of increasing temperatures.

.66

Iraq has the second
largest known oil
fields in the world
and has not been
completely explored
for oil. Saudi Arabia
has the largest
fields, but the oil is...
not open to United
States investment.

- Clarence Lo, UM-Columbia

66

“As temperate regions become more
like the tropics, there will be a great
expansion of now-exotic tropical dis-
eases, which are now kept in check by
colder temperatures,” said Lo. He
then extended the information out fur-
ther in time. “If nothing is done about
greenhouse gases, the trend towards
increasing temperature will acceler-
ate,” Lo said. “Eventually, it will
reach a point where it can not be
stopped. This point is about 34 years
away.” “We will reach that point
before we run out of oil,” Lo said.
“You may be concerned about gas
prices, but prices in the United States
are actually kept artificially low by
subsidies,” said Lo, moving on to the
topic of big business concerns. “Prices
are much higher in Europe.” Unlike
the United States, Europe has trains
and good public transportation. “In
the United States, oil companies like
to encourage consumption, and there-
fore increasing profit,” discouraging
public interest in alternative trans-

. “I'm not sure exactly how this
legislation affects students as a
whole. I don’t see a reason to pass a

law that doesn’t exist outside the-

University.”

Schwadron believes the passage
of the clause is a good thing, not only
for students, but for faculty and staff
as well.

“T support the sexual orientation
clause,” Schwadron said. “That is
one of the reasons [ have the endorse-
ments of PRIZM.”

Kristin Runde is running unop-
posed in the election, but briefly
endorsed Schwadron.

The candidates for comptroller
were also asked questions by the
crowd. They addressed issues rang-
ing from their experience in dealing
with budgets to bias in money distri-
bution.

Schwadron has been endorsed by
Model EU, Associated Black
Collegians, National Society of
Black Engineers, Phi Sigma Phi fra-
ternity, Speech and Debate,
Rivermen Inline Hockey Club,
College Republicans and PRIZM.

| -—NEWS BRIEFS

President Floyd to visit
UMSL
UM System President Elson

. Floyd will visit UM-St. Louis today

to discuss the possible merger
between the UM System and
Northwest Missouri State
University.

Floyd will take questions from
faculty and staff about the merger.

Northwest Missouri State
University President Dean L.
Hubbard and Floyd made an
announcement last week that they
are exploring the possibility of
Northwest Missouri State becoming
the fifth campus (UM-Maryville) in
the UM System, joining UM-St.
Louis, UM-Columbia, UM-Rolla
and UM-Kansas City. The decision
will also have to go through the UM

portation and alternative fuels which
might come with higher gas prices Lo
said. Using graphics from Exxon
Mobil's own website, Lo showed their
plan for increasing consumption. “As
you can see, increasing consumption
is a goal, but so is influence in gov-
emments,” he said. He then empha-
sized the public accessibility of the
information by adding, “This infor-
mation can be read by anyone,
although it is aimed at investors inter-
ested in the company. It is intended to
show how they will become more
profitable.” The slide also showed that
one of the areas of interest was Irag,
and Lo pointed out that the goal was
to have “host government coopera-
tion.})

“Iraq has the second largest known
oil fields in the world and has not been

_completely explored for oil,” Lo said.

“Saudi Arabia has the largest fields,
but the oil is a state monopoly and not
open to United States investment.”
The Exxon/Mobil website documents
mentioned the need for governments
that are open to investment.

Iraq under Saddam Hussein might
be open to investment but not by the
United States. “Saddam signed oil
contracts with Russia, France and
Syria,” Lo said, citing several coun-
tries who opposed invasion in the
United Nations. “We needed regime
change to break those contracts.” he
added. Government websites even
touch on this, citing how, after
Saddam is gone, these contracts can
be replaced by United States and
British ones. Lo then moved on to the
next topic, the government’s goals in
lock-step with business’ ones.

“ find that people are less skepti-
cal about information that comes from
sources they recognize,” Lo said.

The information about the Project
for a New American Century, which
Lo discussed in the portion of his lec-
ture detailing the Bush administra-
tion’s feeling that the Middle East,
and Iraq in particular, is a major trou-
ble spot. This organization is a conser-
vative think tank that includes Jeb
Bush, R-Fla.; Vice President Dick
Cheney; senior White House official
Paul Wolfowitz; Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld; senior White

House official Richard Perle and
many other members of the Bush
administration, along with people in
big business.

Lo has spoken on the campus of
Webster University and may be

Mike Sherwint ibe Current

SGA presidential candidate Adam Schwadron gives his opening
speech beside fellow candidates Frederick Eccher Ill (center) and
Adam Beumeler (right) at a debate held Friday in the Pilot House.

Buemeler and Eccher have not been
endorsed by any organizations. For

The Current’s endorsement, see page
four.

other groups.

New Cawmpus, from
page 1

Speculation has arisen over how
the UM System can afford to take on
another campus in the midst of a
major budget crisis, but Hubbard
downplayed the concern.

Hubbard said there is no reason to
believe the legislature would force
Northwest Missouri State into the
same funding pool as the rest of the
UM System. Rather, he said, the
state funds allocated to Northwest
Missouri State would be added to the
overall System budget to cover the
operating costs of the University.

In the last two years, higher edu-
cation has taken close to $400 mil-
lion in budget cuts from the gover-
nor.

Floyd is coming to UM-St. Louis
Monday, April 14. to discuss the
merger. The meeting will take place
at 3 p.m. in the J. C. Penney audito-
rium. He will answer questions from
faculty and staff about the possible
Merger.

Interim  Chancellor Donald
Dremeier will not be in attendance;
he is still recovering from bypass

surgery.

Lishu Qu/ Tl Current
Clarence Lo, professor of sociology at UM-Columbia, spoke Tuesday on “0il, Economics,

Geopolitical Strategy, and War in Irag” in the Pilot House. Lo’s talk was sponsored by the UM-St.
Louis Amnesty International group, the Instead of War coalition, Biclogists for Peace, and several

Come by The

We are accepting

so hurry in.

tions to Jason
Granger.

applications now,

Address applica-

Current office and
apply for next year.

Board of Curators, the Northwest
Missouri State Board of Regents and
the Missouri State Legislature.

Driemeier making progress
in recovery

Interim  Chancellor Donald
Driemeier is recovering at home
after successful heart bypass surgery
at St. Luke’s hospital in Chesterfield.

In an e-mail update, Driemeier
said he hopes to take on light duties
later this month or early in May. He
said his doctors have vet to approve
of this plan, however.

Vice Chancellor Jerry Durham
has been filling in for Driemeier
since his surgery on April 2.

Social work scholars bring
seminar to UMSL
Social work experts Mark Rank

and Shirley Porterfield will discuss
“Rural Poverty” at 12:15 p.m. in
room 229 of the J.C. Penney build-
ing on April 14.

Rank is a professor of social work
at Washington University, and
Porterfield is an assistant professor
of social work at the same universi-
ty. Their lecture will cover hunger
and poverty issues and related social
welfare. reform efforts in rural
American communities,

Etiquette banquet scheduled
for April 15

The Office of Career Services
will hold an etiquette banquet April
15 at 12:30 p.m. in Century Room A
of the Millennium Student Center.

Maria Everding, a nationally rec-
ognized etiquette consultant, will
guide participants through the meal.

Everding is the nationally rtecog-
nized author of “Panache that Pays,”
a guide to business etiquette. She has
also appeared on “Good Moming
America” on ABC.

The banquet is open to all UM-St.
Louis students. Tickets are $10 and
can be purchased in room 278 off the
Millennium Student Center. The
event is co-sponsored by the Black
Business Student Association and
the Student Alumni Association. For
more information, call (314) 516-
5211,

Mirthday celebration coming
So0n

Games, camival rides, free food
and free music will be available to
students, faculty and staff April 16,
as UM-St. Louis celebrates
Mirthday. The event takes place

between noon and 6 p.m.

Events include a campus talent
show, a coed volleyball tournament
and a performance from the nation-
ally acclaimed hip-hop group
Nappy Roots. A local band, 13
Doors, will open for Nappy Roots.

For more information, call (314)
516-3291. The event is sponsored by
the Office of Student Life.

Rec sports registration dead-
line is approaching

April 18 is the registration dead-
line for four of the rec sports activi-
ties.

Tennis, softball, wallyball and rac-
quetball events will all close registra-
tion this week.

For more information on how to
participate in these events, call (314)
516-5326.

Current takes first in its
division at MCMA awards ban-
quet

The Current won Best Overall at
the Missouri Conference Media
Association’s annual awards ban-
quet last Saturday night.

This year’s conference was held
in Springfield, Mo., and was attend-
ed by almost 30 of Missouri’s col-
leges and universities, including
UM-Columbia and UM-Kansas
City.

Other award winners for The
Current include Stanford A. Griffith,
Anne Bauer, Jason Granger, Sara
Porter, Mike Sherwin, Catherine
Marquis-Homeyer and Elliot Reed.

.. This was the second straight year
that The Current took best overall in
its division.
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~ Letters to the editor should be

- brief, and those not exceeding
. 200 words will be given prefer-
. ence. We edit letters for clarity
' and length, not for dialect, cor-
rectness or intent. All letters
, must be signed and must

. include a daytime phone num-
, ber. Students must include their

student ID numbers.

- Faculty and staff must include
- their title(s) and department(s).

SGA e

lections...

Our recommendations

Newspapers, including The
Current, have a long-standing tradi-
ton of endorsing or unendorsing can-
didates in political campaigns. They
typically do so after listening to the
candidates’ speeches, attending politi-
cal debates and reading the candi-
dates’ campaign materials. Exercising
this First Amendment right is done to
help inform the readers of whom the
editors of a newspaper believe to be
the best candidate for office. The deci-
sions are based on facts and presented
to the readers as a service to help
guide their selection of whom they
think can best represent them.

This year, The Current hosted a
two-plus hour debate and read several
pages of slates and proposals from
candidates running for the Student
Government Association officer posi-
tions. As such, The Current has decid-
ed to endorse two candidates this
year:

ADAM SCHWADRON
for president

Unlike Adam Beumeler, - whose
campaign is based on diversity but
does not support the sexual orienta-
tion non-discrimination clause,
Schwadron said that he believes that
the clause is an important step toward
ending discrimination at UM-St.
Louis. It is important to note that this
helped him secure the endorsement of
PRIZM.

Schwadron also shows a clear idea
of the limitations of the ‘SGA and
what policies SGA can control. His
suggestions are for the good of the
entire University, not just his own
political gain or the benefit of a select
few. In this area, he stood out clearly
from Fredrick Eccher 1II. Schwadron
also demonstrated this knowledge of
what he can and cannot change during
the debate. While Eccher mentioned
fixing  bathroom stall  doors.

to his past indiscretions and was
unafraid to tackle this difficult issue
with grace. Schwadron refused to
submit to the mudslinging tactics of
Beumeler and Zhang.

Student Government
LEVI LOCKE Association’s elec-
for comptroller

Unlike Zhang or Benny Suen,

. Levi Locke demonstrated a clear
knowledge of the workings of the
comptroller’s position, the Office of
Student Life and the Student
Activities Budget Committee. He has
obvious past experience in all of these
areas and was even able to clarify
points of order about the audience’s
questions.

Zhang repeatedly commented that
he does not have time to be a full-time
comptroller. Despite this claim, he
still wants to audit every student orga-
nization at least once a week, even
going so far as to say that he would -
audit them every day, if needed.

Having no past experience, Suen
showed a lack of knowledge about the
position and its job description.
Locke. however, clearly understood
the duties, responsibilities and impor-
tance of the comptroller’s office.

tions are on April 15
and 16. Adam
Schwadron and Levi
Locke appear to The
Current as the best
candidates for the

respective positions

Our recommendations, of course,
mean little if students fail to vote.
Elections will be held on April 15 and
16 online at the University’s website
via MyGateway. Students need to rec-
ognize their responsibility and take
five minutes out of their day to vote.
While some students may not believe |
it, this vote has a great bearing onthe =
direction of UM-St. Louis for the next
year. Granted, this is not electing the
president of the United States, but the
vote is important. Even if you dis-
agree with The Current’s recommen-
dations, the best way to voice that
opinion is to get out and vote.

of president and

comptroller.

Voting is important;
so is knowing whom

to vote for. We sug-

Schwadron talked
about problems within

the scope of SGA's

influence. Addirtionally,

Beumeler constantly
tried to take control of
the debate, going so far
as to take a question
from the audience, inter-
rupting other candidate’s
speeches and making
demands on the modera-
tor about limiting the

VOTE

gest that you for-
‘mulate ‘your own
opinions but also

seriously consider

time for other candi-
dates to speak while
he took more time
than allotted.
Honesty is
another important
charactenistic of a
leader. When
attacked about his
past by Jay Zhang,
comptroller candi-
date running on
Beumeler’s slate,
Schwadron care-
fully and patiently
explained  his
past actions.
He boldly
admitted

]

=0 ours, which is based
e — A

A iy,

AL‘v

on unbiaseél facts.

After all, it is your

Tell us what you think! Drop us
a line at the office, 388 MSC,
or online at our Web site
www.thecurrentonline.com.

How do you feel about the *SGA election candidates

topics we've written about?

You can make your voice

heard in a variety

* SGA election debate
¢ NW and UM System merger

e Submit a Letter to the Editor

e Write a Guest Commentary

¢ Visit the Online Forums at
TheCurrentOnline.com

of ways!

Amie Jones

tt Hendricks .

Freshman Senior
Mathematics i English
13 ) | 11

LTY LR 1T BPRd 3T

As I moderated the Student
Government Association Election
Debates last Thursday, I was dis-
turbed. Looking into the audience, I
wondered how so few could show up

\ tosuch an important event. There were
* no more than 20 students, including

the candidates, at one time at the

debate.

It didn’t anger me that so few stu-
dents showed up to an event I was in

. charge of and that The Current hosted.

~ spite against anyone

" ple had taken so
| much time to help set
- up and plan an oppor-

| me was that the can-

I felt no personal

for not attending.
I wasn’t even that
upset that some peo-

tunity that was so
poorly attended.
What did bother

| didates, who are run-

! ning for offices that
. will have a lasting

| impact on the stu-

. dents, student fees, tuition, parking
| problems, etc., not to mention the
| University and the System. were not
i heard. Perhaps I'm an elitist, but only

those who know whom they are voting
for or against should vote. It’s a cliché,
but democracy only works if others
work at it.

Yes, I'm sure some people had
class, work or other pre-arranged
events to attend, and I do not fault

. them. However, almost none of the

student representatives showed up, nor

; did most of this year’s SGA officers
| (Sam Andermariam, president of

SGA, came even though he is still
recovering from a car wreck.) and
Executive Board (David Dodd also
attended.). (I'm sure ['m missing a few
other leaders who were at the debates.
but there aren’t many that I've over

. looked.) Student leaders are most

affected by the decisions and policies

- of the SGA officers, and yet, almost

‘Floyd backs merger,

lacks ex

Lo

It seems that former UM System

- President Manuel T. Pacheco’s legacy

is not quite finished. This summer the
UM System may take on a fifth cam-

| pus if Northwest Missouri State

| University’s

President Dean C.

" Hubbard has his way.

Almost a year ago, Hubbard came
to the UM System and Pacheco with
much interest in NMSU joining the
UM System. Current UM System
President Elson Floyd has expressed a
similar interest in joining these two
universities and appears to be actively
backing the addition of NMSU to the
UM System.

In recent weeks,
Floyd has made sever-
al trips to NMSU. He
will make his first
appearance concerning
the merger at UM-St.
Louis today for a press
conference. At the con-
ference, Floyd will
pitch to UM-St. Louis
and its community his
position on the possi-
ble merger and will
most likely be expect-
ing numerous questions. The most
interesting part of the conference will
be his answer to why he is so actively
supporting this combination. -

Hubbard says that one of NMSU’s

! primary goals in joining the UM

System is to bring exposure to their
university, which has recently been
suffering from weak enrollment fig-
ures, which are currently topping out
at around 6,600.

On the other hand, Floyd has decid-

ed to explore this option, saying that

obtaining NMSU will give the UM
System recognition in the northwest-
em part of Missouri, where he does
not feel there is a strong enough pres-

hannon Ekert
Junior

Biology
(13

STANFORD GRIFFITH
Editor-in- Cb:gf

ANNE . BAUER
Managing Editor

Australia-'cause they speak
English there, and the country is
just amazing.

»

I'm an English major; so I'd like
to go to England.

»

The Galapagos is a pristine
area and | would have
so much to study.

»

‘Do you know
‘your candidates?

none showed up. In fact, there was
more interest in who was going to be
the next editor-in-chief of The Current
than there was about who the next
SGA president will be. Hmm... So
does that mean that the editor-in-chief
if more mmportant than... Oh wait,
that’s a different column.

All of this seems to prove that very
few people care about who become the
next SGA officers, even though many
of those same people will whine and
gripe about whoever |
is elected.

Of course, a lot of
the debate is covered
on page 1 of this
issue. And while that
is great, it is nothing
compared to the
acmal experience of
attending the debate,
hearing how the can-
didates speak, watch-
ing their body lan-
guage, noting if they
interrupted  each
other and asking
them questions. Such things cannot be
captured by, any medium but instead
must be witnessed first-hand. Those
who failed to attend missed out and
shirked their duties as responsible vot-
ers. Even just five minutes of the
debates would have demonstrated a lot
about each candidate’s characteristics,
reasons and motives.

I would like to sincerely thank the
inquisitive audience members who
attended and are now fully prepared to
vote, the candidates who responded
with great excitement at having so
many others hear them (sorry, that was
swashed) and those who helped me
organize the event (especially Deni
Kiehl of Student Life and Ron
Edwards of Auxiliary Services).

To those who did not attend the
debates, be sure to at least thoroughly
read the article on page 1 about the
debates and try to talk to all the candi-
dates before voting on April 15 and 16.

planation

ence.

So far, the scenario of NMSU fus-
ing with the UM System sounds posi-
tive for NMSU, but exactly how risky
is this situation for the UM System?

With the recent massive budget
cuts in Missouri's higher education
system it seems very risky for UM to
take on yet another campus. Just last
semester there was wide-spread spec-
ulation that one of the four existing
UM campuses could close because of
the lack of funds.

Personally, 1 believe the adminis-

trative voices saying that “a campus
may have to close”
was being used as a
scare tactic to influ-
ence the legislature to
refrain from cutting .
any more money.
‘However, there is no
denying that there are
already not enough
funds to go around.
The threats of lack of
funding, faculty and
staff layoffs, tuition
increases and disap-
pearing programs and
scholarships are still very much alive.

It is likely that when Floyd visits
UM-St. Louis today, he will be able to
present a reasonable argument for the
pros that could come from taking on
this university.

Once the decision is made either
way, I will support it, in the belief that
those in charge have made the right
decision. Until then, it sounds like tak-
ing on a fifth campus at this time
would be too much of a risk. I just
hope that if this merger happens, it is
not just,because of any hidden politics
that are in this deal, but that it will help .
enhance and further improve NMSU
and the UM System.

“Mike Stafford
Freshman

Australia is nice and warm-a
good environment. | think it
would be a great experience.

»
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The history of cloning
Clones attack

Today cloning is one of the most
controversial subjects in biology.
Some scientists claim that cloning
will be the major scientific discovery
of the new millennium. The ethical
and moral issues raised by cloning
technology have been discussed in

BY MicaH L. IssiTT
Science Columnist

every segment of society, from the
dinner table to the Vatican, and the
debate is far from over.

It all began in the 1800s when sci-
entists began to manipulate repro-
ductive cells. Research on cellular
manipulation continued into the next
century, and as early as 1938, some
scientists were already speculating
on the possibility of creating dupli-
cates from such experiments.

The fantasy became a scientific
reality early in 1952, when two sci-

entists named Briggs and King man-

aged to clone tadpoles from cells.
From that point, cloning technology
grew rapidly. Ten years later, John
Gurdon managed to clone frogs from
differentiated cells. One year after
the famous frog experiment, the emi-
nent chemist J.B.S. Haldane official-
ly coined the term “‘clone.”

As technology improved and our
knowledge of genetics deepened, so
did the scientific interest in cloning.
In 1978, David Rorvik published his
book, “In his image: The Cloning of
Man,” which sparked a worldwide
debate over the ethics of cloning.

Throughout the ‘80s and early
‘Q0s, experimentation with mam-
malian cloning continued to develop
at a rapid pace, fueled by the advent
of new technology and the develop-
ment of more detailed knowledge
about the “genetic code.”

In 1996, the first mammalian

clone was bom. The now-famous
sheep named “Dolly” was revealed
to the world in 1997. She began life
as a differentiated adult cell taken
from the udder of her mother, care-
fully treated in the laboratory and
transferred to the womb of a surro-
gate mother.

Tan Wilmut and colleagues from
the Rosalind Institute in Scotland had
become the first scientists to clone a
mammal from an adult cell, and
Dolly was the first animal ever to be
cloned from an adult cell. The scien-
tific community immediately real-
ized that the techniques utilized by
Wilmut and his colleagues could
potentially be used to clone a human
embryo. The news of Dolly’s cre-
ation sent ripples through the scien-
tific community and captured the
attention of the global populace.

In 1997, when Scottish scientists
announced the successful cloning of
Dolly, public debate ensued regard-
ing the ethics of cloning. President
Bill Clinton and the Congress of the
United States were rushing to find
appropriate legislation. The U.S.
government heard testimony from
ethicists and biologists in 1997, and
in June of that year Clinton signed a
five-year moratorium on the use of
federal funds for research into human
cloning. _

The story was just beginning,
however, because research on mam-
malian cloning continued to thrive in
the United States and elsewhere in
the world. In 1998, several teams of
scientists from Korea and the U.S.
reported cloning successes with
monkeys, mice, and cows.

In late 1998, Kim Seung-bo and
Lee Bo-yeon of the Infertility Clinic
at Kyeonghee University in Korea
reportedly cloned the first human
embryo. The scientists destroyed the
cells rather than implanting them, cit-
ing ethical concems.

In 1999, some problems began to
arise with cloning. Scientists at the
Rosalind Institute in Scotland found
that Dolly’s cells were six years older
than her chronological age. Dolly’s
“mother” was six years old at the
time the cells were isolated to create
her clone. Wilmut and colleagues
realized that cells must have an inter-
nal mechanism that keeps track of
their age!

Al -

In October of 1999, a team of sci-
entists from France, the U.S., and
Denmark proposed the possibility of

producing a clone from the preserved |

remains of a woolly mammoth
frozen for 20,000 years in the

Siberian Tundra. Many scientists |
believed that it would not be possi- |
ble, because the genetic material pre- |

sent in the mammoth’s cells would
probably be destroyed upon exposure
to the environment.

In 2001 and 2002, problems . bows and tulle onto a wicker basket. Then fill it with lots of

began to arise with some previously
cloned animals. Dolly was diagnosed
with arthritis, and some cloned mice
were found to have significantly
shorter life spans than other mice.
Scientists are still unsure to what
degree these problems are related to
the cloning process or to environ-
mental variables.

In 2003, Dolly was finally eutha- .
nized after being diagnosed with

lung cancer. Scientists at the
Rosalind institute are still unsure to
what degree Dolly’s medical prob-
lems were the results of her cloning.

From 2001 to 2003, scientists in |

several countries reported significant

fare Choughts
Fill Easter baskets

controversial reproductive scientist |
Panayiotis Zavos announced that he |

had cloned a human using the same

techniques used to create Dolly. |

Zavos recently published a photo- smooth. Add butter and stir until melted. Remove from heat.
graph of an embryo to be used for |
reproductive purposes in an issue of | gyg.9 inoh slass baking dish. Refrigerate until mixture is
Seientists are still skeptical about: | firm enough to shape, about 1 hour 30 minutes.

Reproductive Biomedicine Journal.

Zavos’ claims, and it remains to be |

seen whether human cloning alil 4 | of chocolate mixture onto prepared sheet. Using 2 serving
realily. | teaspoons to form eggs and holding 1 teaspoon in 1 hand

already  become a
Governments around the globe are
currently debating the ethics and
legal status of cloning and cloned
animals.

One thing is clear: cloning is
going to continue, and the global
society will have to tackle some

important controversial issues in the |

years to come. It is undecided

whether cloning will be an important |

part of the future of science or an | ¢ e of chocolate eggs again, if necessary. Chill until

interesting epoch of scientific histo-
ry. Cloning could have important
benefits for medicine and research,
but it is easy to imnagine all the ethi-
cal problems that could arise from
unscrupulous use of cloning technol-

ogy.

BY STANFORD A. GRIFFITH
Editor-in-Chief '

Every year I get an Easter basket filled with goodies
from my parents. It’s a family tradition that I hope contin-
ues, but my diet doesn’t.

Easter baskets can be completely personalized and are
great gifts to show loved ones that you think about them. Tie

goodies, especially those you know the recipient likes.
Some quick fillers include
*Herbal tea and teacups
sJelly bean-filled carrot-shaped cellophane bags
*Brownies cut into egg shapes and frosted in pastels
*Money hidden in plastic eggs

Easter baskets are a great gift for anyone, but they can be
extra special when the ingredients in them are homemade.

CHOCOLATE-ORANGE EASTER EGG TRUFFLES

1/2 c. whipping cream

12 oz. semisweet chocolate, chopped

1/2 c. unsalted butter, room temperature

2 TBSP plus 2 tsp. Grand Mamier or other orange

advances in human cloning. In 2003, liqueur or orange juice

4 TBSP finely grated orange peel
Unsweetened cocoa powder (preferably Dutch-process)

Bring cream to simmer in heavy medium saucepan over
medium heat. Add chocolate and stir just until melted and

Stir in Grand Marmier and orange peel. Pour mixture into

Line baking sheet with foil.
Using scant 2 TBSP for each truffle, spoon 16 mounds

and second teaspoon in other hand, scoop 1 mound of
chocolate from the first spoon to the second. Scoop choco-
late from 1 spoon to the other several times, running spoon
over surface of mounded chocolate to smooth oval as much
as possible. Using palms of hands, roll chocolate mound
into egg shape, smoothing surface as much as possible (sur-
face will not be completely smooth). Place on plate. Repeat
with remaining chocolate mounds.

Refrigerate chocolate eggs until firm, about 45 minutes.
Working in batches and using table knife or fingers, smooth

firm, about 15 minutes. Sift cocoa powder over chocolate
eggs, covering completely. Cover and refrigerate.
Makes about 16.

What would an Easter basket be without some dyed

eggs?
Your pantry and refrigerator are full of natural dyes, such

as red cabbage, beets, blueberries, turmeric, yellow onion
skins and coffee.

NATURALLY DYED EASTER EGGS
(information from MarthaStewart.com)

Natural dyeing agents (see below for amounts)
White eggs

1 gt. water

2 TBSP white vinegar

Red-cabbage dye: 4 cups chopped cabbage

Turmeric dye: 3 tablespoons turmeric

Onionskin dye: 4 cups onionskins

Beet dye: 4 cups chopped beets

Coffee dye: 1-gt. strong black coffee (instead of water)

Select a dyeing agent, and place it in the pot, using the
amount listed below. Add 1 quart of water and 2 tablespoons
white vinegar to pot; if more water is necessary to cover
ingredients, proportionally increase the amount of vinegar.
Bring to a boil, and lower heat. Allow the ingredients to sim-
mer for 30 minutes. Strain dye into a bowl, and let cool.

Set raw eggs in a pot of strained dye; bring to a boil for
the amount of time specified in the color guide. Remove and
dry eggs.

Alternatively, soak hard-boiled eggs in the dye for the
time specified in the color gunide. Remove and dry eggs.

Spray the eggs with a matte or gloss acrylic spray var-
nish.

CoLor GUIDE

Deep Gold: Boil eggs in turmeric solution, 30 minutes.

Sienna: Boil eggs in onionskin solution, 30 minutes.

Dark, Rich Brown: Boil eggs in black coffee, 30 min-
utes.

Pale Yellow: Soak eggs in room-temperature turmeric
solution, 30 minutes.

Orange: Soak eggs in room-temperature onionskin solu-
tion, 30 minutes.

Light Brown: Soak eggs in room temperature black cof-
fee, 30 minutes.

Light Pink: Soak eggs in room-temperature beet solu-
tion, 30 minutes.

Light Blue: Soak eggs in room-temperature cabbage
solution, 30 minutes.

Royal Blue: Soak eggs in room-temperature cabbage
solution overnight.

Lavender: Soak eggs in room-temperature turmeric solu-
tion, 30 minutes. Follow with room-temperature cabbage
solution, 30 seconds.

Chartreuse: Soak eggs in room-temperature turmeric
solution, 30 minutes. Follow with room-temperature beet
solution, 5 seconds.

Salmon: Soak eggs in room-temperature turmeric solu-
tion, 30 minutes. Follow with room-temperature beet solu-
tion, 30 minutes,
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Summer-itis
hits UMSL

BY KATE DROLET
Staff Writer

With sunshine, warm weather,
agitated geese during the final

- weeks of school, UM-St. Louis

“students have begun to notice the

- end of winter and the beginning of
- spring. A serious case of summer-

itis is running rampant through the

University.
For Rachelle Hasapis, senior,
communications, the end of

school seems even more promis-
ing. “This is my last semester. I
used to say, ‘I just need to make it
through spring break.” Now that
spring break is over, I'm worse,”
she said. “Now I say, ‘If I can just
make it through April.’ I have to
take it one day at a time.”

As if to try and counter the sea-
sonal effects on students, profes-
sors seem to give even more
work. Many students complain |
that they are forced to work hard-
er as the end nears. Long papers, |
class projects and endless home- |
work assignments pile up. Warm |
weather tends to lure over- |
stressed students outdoors and
breeds procrastination.

Shayla Turner, freshman, polit-
ical science, has noticed this
trend. “I'm definitely working
harder than usual. I'm ready for
school to be out, even though I'm
working all summer and maybe
going to summer school,” Turner
said.

see SUMMER-ITIS, page 7

[

Donald Phares, recently retired professor of economics, speaks at the opening of his exhibit of pho-

v/ Cuba’s Future:

- yl'.l — II

Lishu Qu/ The Curreni

tographs from his travels to Cuba at the Public Policy Research Center’s gallery. The PPRC is locat-
ed on the third floor of SSB, and the photographs will be on display until May 29.

BY ASHLEY RICHMOND
Staff Writer

Tai Chi, an ancient Chinese exer-
cise, has been made available to UM-
St. Louis by faculty member Sam
Lin.

Lin, who works in the physics
department doing molecular and
electronic research in material sci-
ence, relaxes while instructing Tai
Chi.

“I like doing Tai Chi,” Lin said.
“Tai Chi keeps me healthy.”

According to Lin, the exercises
have been proven to be useful for
improving health. Practicing Tai Chi
helps with hypertension, balance and
stability, heart problems and much
more.

Lin said that one of his students at
the Olivetti Tai Chi Associates in
University City, where he has taught
since 1992, has seen improvements
in her blood pressure.

“The student, she graduated from
UMSL, has been with me for three
years at U. City,” Lin explained.
“She came with high blood pressure
and now, without medicine, the
blood pressure is down.”

This gives hope to one of Lin's
current UM-St. Louis students,
Linda Gratson. The chief clerk in the
finance office has high blood pres-
sure and attributes her interest in Tai
Chi to the health benefits. “I saw a

flyer, and I have high blood pressure.
And I heard that [Tai Chi] helped,”
Gratson said. “I haven't checked my
blood pressure, but I feel it has
helped.”

This is Gratson’s first Tai Chi
class, and though she has attended
only four weeks, she feels results. “I
feel more relaxed. Especially right
after the class on my way home. I
feel calm, relaxed and more ener-
gized,” she said. :

Lin began exercising in 1979
when he met his instructor in a hos-
pital in Gang Ghou.

“At that time I was a college stu-
dent. I studied the Tai Chi Fu,” Lin
said. He describes this as the long
form and said it is also known as the
Yang style. This softer and smoother
style is from China.

Sigit Angdrew, freshman, busi-
ness administration, enjoys the class
here and compares it to the form he
learned in Indonesia. “T've learned
Tai Chi in my home country,”
Angdrew said. After moving to the
United States last summer he wanted
to get back into the exercises. “T feel
I have a lot more energy. I will con-
tinue the classes [as long as they are
offered here].”

There are currently 18 students
enrolled in this session, compared to
the six that were in the first session.

“The first time, I think only stu-
dents [were interested]. This time we
have more staff,” Lin said. “This is

BY CATHERINE
Marauis-HOMEYER

AE&E Editor

Cuba is an anachronistic place. A
Marxist society after the collapse of
that great Marxist experiment the
Soviet Union, it seems like a place
frozen in an earlier time. Yet everyone
who has visited this Caribbean island
nation has returned not with com-
ments on ifs economic system but
mostly with comments on its beauty.

Donald Phares has been there and
returned with photos to prove it. The
recently retired professor of econom-
ics spoke on Monday, April 7, at the
Public Policy Research Center to
open his photo exhibit on Cuba. The
ttle of his talk, "Cuba’s Future: Marx
or Wal-mart," is remarkably apt. as
these are the options that will face
Cuba when Castro is gone. The pho-
tos will be on display through May
29.

The talk was as fascinating as the
colorful, striking photos. Although
Phares is an economist and not a pho-
tographer, he was encouraged to share
his digital photos of Cuba with a larg-
er circle. The photos show a colorful
Caribbean beauty, a snapshot of an
island nation in the 1950s, complete
with *50s American cars and brightly
painted houses. Cuba was a popular
tourist spot before the revolution, and
itis there that commercialism stopped
while the rest of the world has been
covered in the sameness of globaliza-
tion. The U.N. has declared Havana a
"unique world place" in an effort to
help preserve it.

However, Phares let the photos
speak for themselves and, instead,
talked of life in Cuba and how that
might change.

Phares made three trips to Cuba,
but the first was not prompted by pro-
fessional interest as an economist.
"The first trip was just out of curiosi-
ty. Plus I'm a cigar smoker. Cuba is
the home of good cigars," Phares said.

While most visitors to Cuba only
go to Havana, Phares took another
approach. "Although we were con-
stantly on and off buses on our quick
tour across the country, it was a
chance to see the countryside, its

Marx or Wal-Mart

architecture and get a feel for its his-
tory. We only spent a few days in
Havana." The next two trips were
spent in Havana but far from the
tourist centers and as much as possi-
ble among the Cuban people.

Several things about Cuba may
surprise Americans. Phares reported
that there is no graffiti. The city is
amazingly clean and there are none of
the homeless people so common in
Latin America and the United States.
Castro’s revolution set three goals for
itself and achieved two of the three.
"The Revolution is a stool with three
legs,” Phares said. Two of these have
been amazingly successful and the
other a dismal failure, according fo
Phares.

"The first leg of the stool is health
care,” Phares said. "This is outstand-
ing. Doctors are highly educated and
ubiquitous. Health care is very high
quality, with more doctors per capita
than anywhere else in Latin America,
on a par with the best-developed
nations. Although they are sometimes
limited on supplies and medicines,
especially since the fall of the Soviet
Union, it is the best available and free
to all. The health care delivery system
is excellent. Their health care stats are
on a par with the U.S., far above other
Caribbean nations."

The other success of Castro’s
Cuba is education. “Education is also
excellent, with low student-teacher
ratios. Everyone is well educated.
This high quality reaches all levels,

* from grade school up to the graduate

school level.” Phares said. But the
educational achievement is ironic.
“There are plenty of engineers and
doctors but not enough work for
them. You see engineers driving cabs
because they make more money from
tourists than they earn in a state job as
an engineer. Doctors are the best paid,
but even they make little.”

“These two legs of the Revolution
are strong. The promises were ful-
filled, even under the Soviet Union,
[though they are] somewhat dimin-
ished now without Soviet economic
support,” Phares said. “The third leg
is a different story.”

see CUBA, page 7

A

Mike Sherwin/ The Current

Sam Lin, a researcher in the physics department, leads his twice-weekly Tai Chi class Tuesday at

the Mark Twain Athletic Building.

very good for faculty or people in an
office. They need something like
this.” According to Lin, Tai Chi
brings better circulation. “The chi

Will work for Ramen

BY KaATE DROLET
Staff Writer

Student have car payments and stu-
dent fees and rent and twelve-dollar
lunches at the Nosh. How do we sur-
vive on our meager budgets?

“Ramen, Ramen, Ramen,” said
Jhanah Haynes-Mark, sophomore,
psychology. This thirty-three cent
meal has been a staple of college stu-
dents for years.

An effective way of cutting down
on spending lies in groceries. Rather
than spending exorbitant amounts of
money on dining out, students can
save their hard-earned cash by buying
their own groceries.

The Aldi, Save-a-Lot and Shop-
and-Save near UM-St. Louis are
favorites of local college students.
These stores offer reduced prices and
off-brand food items. Students who
live in the dorms favor easy meals

such as TV dinners, Easy-Mac and the
infamous Ramen.

“I always buy generics, and I only
buy what I need,” said Tim Anderson,
junior, electrical engineering.

An average meal at the Nosh can
cost anywhere from three to seven dol-
lars. The vending machines in the res-
idence halls charge high prices for
snacks as well. To avoid the temptation
to buy snacks or big lunches, students
can bring soacks from home or set a
dollar limit on the amount they spend
On-campus.

Aboutcollege.com offers a long list
of easy recipes for cooking at home.
Recipes include everything from
ironed grilled cheeses to pasta with
smoked salmon cream cheese.

Some students find alternative
housing a way to cut spending. Tori

Caldwell, sophomore, elementary edu-

cation, finds this technique of saving
money effective.

“I live in an apartment, so I'm
spending a lot [on food and utilities],
but I'm paying less than I would [if I
lived] in a dorm,” she said.

Caldwell, like the majority of UM-
St. Louis students, works. “I have to
work to pay for school. I work part-
time and attend school full-time. Work
isn't an option for me,” she said.

Having a car at college is a large
expense. Parking fees, gas money and
other maintenance costs put a strain on
bank accounts. Leaving the car at
home can save hundreds of dollars.
The University provides a shuttle ser-
vice, and jobs are available on campus.
So, a vehicle is not always necessary.

More methods of living on a tight
budget include shopping at a dollar or
discount store for school supplies and
investing in a drying rack to avoid pay-
ing to dry laundry.

see BUDGET, page 7

goes through your body. A balance,
physical and of the spirit, exists like
the ying yang.”

Having practiced more than 30

years now, Lin has enjoyed the bene-
fits of Tai Chi and hopes to continue

- helping others with these healthy

exercises.

Five for a dollar: With cheap deals
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like top ramen, students can

subsist comfortably without spending an arm and a leg.
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Mirthday on its way

~ BY MELISSA McCRARY
Staff Writer 4

Rides, games, booths, live enter-
tainment and fun are what students
can expect from the 2003 Mirthday at
University of Missouri-St. Louis.

Mirthday takes place on
Wednesday, April 16, from 12 to 6
p.m. All exhibits, booths, rides and
food will be set up in front of the
Millennium Student Center and in
Parking Lot C.

The event is the annual spring car-
nival celebration, held the third
Wednesday of April. It falls within the
same week as UM-St. Louis’s
International week, with different
activities focusing on cultural diversi-
ty. Mirthday has been a part of UM-
St. Louis’s history for many years.

“It gives students a chance to
relax, getting away from finals, and
[it] helps them enjoy their last month
of classes,” said Korey Winslow,
president of the University Program
Board, the organizer of Mirthday.

“The meaning of its title could be
connected with the word ‘mirth’
meaning happy, fun, joyous, etc.,”
said Director of Student Life, Orinthia
Montague.

One great advantage of this carni-
val: almost everything is free. There is
no cost for the rides and games. There
is a small charge for food.

“There will be stands set up with
candy, snow-cones and cotton candy,”
Montague said. “We will be collecting

BuUDGET, from page 6

donations for these items, for Tony at
the police department, whose grarid-
daughter has Leukemia.

Rides this year will include a giant
slide, the Sizzler, the Dragon, bumper
cars and more.”

“This year, we will have a live per-
formance and entertainment by rap-
pers Nappy Roots at 2 p.m.,” said
Chris Telker-Harris, administrative
associate for Student Activities.
“There is also going to be a band from
the radio station Z-107.”

In previous years, other top enter-
tainers have performed. Two years
ago, Ludacris came. Last year, they

File Photo/ The Cw
Mirthday takes place April 16, from 12 to 6. Look for live music,
free food and rides and booths for various student organizations.

had the battle of the bands, where
local bands competed for cash prizes.

Not only will students be able to
eat great food, ride carnival rides,
meet people and find out more about
campus organizations, they can also
participate in fun games. There will
be an “UMSL Idol,” a semi-version of
the television series “American Idol,”
in which students, faculty and staff
members can show off their talents
and skills.

“I’s a great atmosphere. where
thousands of students can get

involved, and it helps groups and |
clubs get recognition,” Winslow said. |
| Carrying a student ID and asking
i about discounts can save a few dol-

Here are a few ideas on how to
enjoy the weather while still attend-
ing to school commitments:

Study outside. Instead of gazing
longingly out your window or ditch-
ing work entirely, combine both
worlds and take your studies out-
doors.

Jessie Connor, sophomore, social
work, uses this tactic. *T want school
to be out because I have a lot I have
to do. April is a busy month. Since
there’s nice weather, at least I can
study outside,” she said.

Be careful when studying outside
though. You may notice that the grass
will suddenly seem fascinating and a
nap in the sunshine sounds like a
‘harmless idea. Remember that you

“are thefe 1o Study.

Set goals for yourself. Decide
how much you need to study and
give yourself deadlines for projects
and homework. Set these deadlines a
few days before the assignment is
actually due just in case you neglect
your work. Force yourself to attend
classes instead of skipping.

Watch the weather channel.
Tuning in to the extended forecast
can help you plan your week.
Schedule a major study session on a
day that you will not be tempted to
wander outside. Remember that fore-
casts are never 100 percent accurate;
so do not set your plans in stone.

Reward Yourself. After a long,

hard study session or an entire day in
class .reward yourself., A reward
an evening out with friends,

an hour outside or a pint of Ben and | _
Jerry’s ice cream (always helpful = 108 used books from the bookstore
during stressful times). Give yourself | and reselling old texts at the end of the

an incentive for all of your hard semester. Books can also be pur-

work.

the end of your college career. Even
for those who will return in the fall or
are taking summer classes, appreci-

ate your friends and the college |

atmosphere. No year is the same;
consider this before you wish it
away. )

Despite feeling that the last weeks
of school are dragging on, we'll soon
be complaining about the heat and
enjoying a dip in the pool
hang on. =

Onlme Excluswe Of'fer for Graduatlng Students

you're eligible for

10,000 free

frequent flyer miles

from United Airlines
just for graduating?

% Simyle, easy and best of aII free!

Vi5|t WWW thecurrentonlme com/gradzone and click Free Frequent Flyer Miles

We'll tell you how to claim your free graduation gift.

note: only graduating students are eligible

Cusa, from page 6

“Housing has been a complete dis-
aster. Housing is crowded, and much
is in the Soviet concrete block style, in
contrast to the traditional Cuban style.
The government assigns housing, as
is usual in Marxist countries,” Phares
said. “Most jobs are in Havana; so
some people have four-hour round-
trip commutes to work.”

Traditional housing still exists, but
it suffers from neglect. “Walking
through Havana, you can get a sense
of the beauty of the city 40 years ago,
but you also see the lack of mainte-
nance and repair,” Phares said. The
housing decay has reached the point
where buildings are starting to fall
down. “Several people have been
killed in the collapse of buildings,” he
said.

“It is a problem the country doesn't
have the resources to solve,” Phares
said. Although the UN. has con-
tributed some funds, they are not
nearly enough to solve the problem of
renovating and preserving Havana.
“Renovation is expensive. Some
choices will have to be made,” Phares
said. The Castro government recog-
nizes the problem and is working on
preservation but is hampered by lack
of funds.

But the entrepreneurial spirit is
alive in Cuba. “Cubans are smart and
resourceful. Everywhere you see peo-
ple finding ways to earn dollars, the
only tourist currency used,” Phares

SUMMER-ITIS, from page

Many restaurants, movie theaters
and other establishments offer
reduced prices for college students.

| lars.

Enjoy the end of school. As
strange as that sounds, give it a try. |
For those who are graduating, enjoy !

'n-yto.

Another way to save is by purchas-

said. This aspect was illustrated in
Phares’ photos, which include a street
vendor selling flowers and a pair of
colorfully costumed girls on stilts.
“The girls on stilts are only there to
entertain tourists, not local people.”

Many people have heard about
Havana's amazing collection of '50s
vintage American cars. “Cubans are
great mechanics. But the cars are not
all perfect restorations. You see shin-
ing, perfect looking vintage cars, but
when you look close, you see it is a
combination of models. The engines
inside are often Soviet made,” Phares
said.

The state is also alive and well.
“There are groups of citizens called
CDR, Committee for the Defense of
the Revolution, who watch people in
their area. These are citizen groups; so
they watch government officials for
wrong-doing as well as their neigh-
bors,” Phares said. Surprisingly, you
don't see many pictures of Castro.
“Pictures of Che are everywhere,”
said Phares, referring to Che
Guervara, the Castro co-revolutionary
who was killed in South America
shortly after the Cuban Revolution,
“Che is regarded as a national hero.
There are few pictures of Fidel,”
Phares said, speaking of Cuba's
leader.

Phares said that he couldn’t detect
that Castro's government had made
any plan for a transition after Castro.

6 -

chased for a lower price at places like
amazon.com and halfpricebooks.com.

Many college students carry cell
phones. Most cell phone companies
offer calling plans with free nights and
weekends and allotted daytime min-
utes. For those who are far from
home, a nationwide cell phone plan
can cut costs on phone cards.

The college atmosphere is less

concerned with fashion than hig

According to Phares, there appeard
to be at least three scenarios f{
Cuba's future. “One is continug
Marxism. This is unlikely. Castro
his brother are both aging, and no o;
else is in line to take over.” More lik
ly is a military takeover. “The mili
has a lot of power. We've seen this p:
tern in other Latin American co
tries,” Phares said.

This leaves a hazy future for Cub
‘Will the country remain a closed s
ety or become open to trade? Will
unique character of the coun
change or survive? Either is possib
with the military.

The most likely outcome is wh
Phares called “Wal-Martization.”
don't mean to pick on Wal-Mart,” |
said. “What I mean is what you s
around the world; McDonald's ¢
every comer and so forth. Ramp
global commercialization could p
vide an infusion of money, with i
tourists economy, but it is likely
wipe away Cuba's character.”

With no plan for an orderly chan,
in place, all of Cuba's strengths are
doubt. Cash is likely to pour in, but
seems that the uniquely beauti
Cuba will vanish into the homog
nized, globalized world once Castro
gone. Since travel to Cuba is restric
ed (Phares received special permi
sion), we may have to settle fq
vibrant, alluring photos to get a peg
at this unusual place.

school was. Shopping at second-han
stores can reduce the amount o
money spent on clothes.

College is generally a period o
financial impairment. While this tim
can be stressful, it can also be benefi
cial. Students learn to budget thei
money and to prioritize when it come
to spending.

What is your favorite part of a
chocolate rabbit to eat first?

mEars mFeet mTail = Eyes mLegs

Vote online at our web site. www.thecurrentonline.com |

DUSTIN _

”FAST ENGAGING_AND VISUALLY INTOXI(ATING'.
‘CONFIDENCE’ IS A REAL CLASSIC.

EDWARD BURNS IS TERRIFIC...DUSTIN HOFFMAN DELIVERS A BRAZEN
PERFORMANCE. A MASTERFUL AND INGENIOUS SURPRISE.”

Poul Fische

CON'|

I THEATERS APRIL 25

DARK HORIZONS

NOT ABOUT THE MC NEY IT'S ABOUT THE MONEY.

www.confidencethemovie.com

Invite you and a guest
fo a SPECIG' screenlng

THE CURRENT offices
at 388 Millennium Student Center
to pick up o complimentary
screening pass for two to see

CONHDENCE
7:30PM
Wednesday, April 23rd
AMC Esquire
6706 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63117

Mo purthase mecessory, Whils supplies mt,
Preaes ovatloble on o first-come
first-sarrad basts, Porticipofing spomsees on ineligible.
Roted R for longuoge, viskeous ond saxwolity,/nadiy.

IN THEATERS FRIDAY, APRIL 25TH!

€

With

4/21/03

~~Buy anything~~
Yes, anything worth $5
And use this coupon for
Free Twizzlers

Chartwells

e o s | i o, i
.

Free Twizzlers

I
$5 purchase @ i
f

Tax Week = Twizzlers Week

Menu: April 14-18

i

e e

L

C-Store/Umart
With coupon—expires |

Bacon-Wrapped Pork Loin

Monday

Tuesda

F{otlssene Chicken

ednesda
MIRTH DA

Thursday

Easter Buffet-- $5.95

Friday

Beef Stroganoff over Egg

Noodles

gradzone



T4e Current

April 7, 2003

EDITOR

HANK BurRNS
Sports Editor

phone: 516-5174
? fax: 516-6811

_
SPORTS

SHORTS

.

ivermen win
econd straight
nd move to .500
n conference play

'UMSL sweeps Northern Kentuck in double head-

. The UM-St. Louis men’s tennis |
pam won their second straight match, |
their second straight conference |
ch with a win at SIU-
ardsville. The Rivermen improve |
t{S 5 on the season and improve to 3-
In the GLVC. _
! Martin Kardos and Rajan Saini got |
I.ll’ easy win at two doubles with an 8- |

.victory. The other two doubles |
hatches were both close as UM-St.
 Quis prevailed 8-6 in each match.
'he Rivermen then swept the singles
nalches as Martin Kardos won 6-2, 6-

‘at one singles and Matt Vaulkhard | i
fon 64, 6-1 at two singles. Mike
p¢haaf recorded a 6-2, 6-4 win at three

es; Martin Damm had a 6-2, 6-1
in at four singles, and Rajan Saini
ad the closest match at five singles,
inning 6-3, 6-3. Stephen Pobst
losed out the matches with a 6-4, 6-2
in at six singles.

r

IMSL squad |
laims victory over
ewis & Clark

- The UM-St. Louis men’s tennis

ednesday afternoon. The Rivermen |
on each match in the contest as the |
Eam geam up for a big weekend in |

| Martin Kardos and Matt Vaulkhard | !
ach recorded 6-0, 6-0 win in singles |
lay-at. one and two singles respective-
y, as did Martin Damm, at four sin-
es. Kyle Aulabaugh won 6-0, 6-2 at
ix singles; Stephen Pobst won 6-0, 6= -
at five singles; and Mike Schaaf had
he toughest match of the day, winning
1, 6-3 at three singles. Schaaf
amed up with Vaulkhard for an 8-2
in at one doubles; Kardos and Pobst
< ed an 8-1 win at two doubles
dnd Rajan Saini and Aulabaugh
ruised to an 8-0 win at three doubles.

=il

eam cruised to a 9-0 win over Lewis !
% Clark Community College on |

UM-Si. Louis
Rivermen

uv HANK Bum«ls
Spoﬂs Editor’

Sweeping conference-rival Quincy
on Thursday. the Rivermen once again
displayed their dominance in Great

- Lakes Valley Conference play. UM-St.

Louis defeated the Hawks 1-0 in game
one and 9-8 in game two of the double
header.

Left-handed  pitcher  Kevin
Sahrmann picked up a complete game
shutout in game one. Sahrmann struck
out two, walked one and allowed six

- hits in seven innings of work. Quincy
. starter Matt Rodeffer pitched for six

innmings, gave up one run, struck out

. four and walked none.

The effort of the Rivermen hurlers
paled in comparison to the luster of the
UM-St. Louis offense in game two as
the team scored eight runs in the fourth
inning. The outcome of the game was
all but decided, However, the Hawks
came back late in the game and nearly
brought it to a tie.

“We relaxed a little bit and then we

~ let some of the side distractions enter

in. And we lost our focus a little bit,”
Brady said. “We drop a ball in the

| infield, and all of a sudden open up a

can of worms. The thing is that we
learned a lesson today that you can’t
lose sight of what your goal is, no mat-
ter what the score. We were within an
' eyelash of the game being tied. It took
a great play by Bryan Weiss in the
eighth inning to get that force-out at
. second base. If we don’t get that, the

. game’s tied. Now the momentum is
~ totally shifted toward the other side
| because they were down.”

Brady is happy to have gotten out of

the game with the lead intact.

“We kind of did the same thing
against SIUE,” Brady said. “There
was a time we were<down 8-0, and we
came back and ended up winning the
ball game 15-9. You can’t take any-
thing for granted, even when you're
playing with wood. I'm grateful to
have dodged a bullet. This team
showed, once again, how resilient that
they are. We did what we had to do to

Brady was impressed with his
pitchers during the game, despite the
final score.

“We got good performances out of
our pitchers, even though we allowed
them some space to come back and
make it really interesting and exciting,”
Brady said. “Some of that was our
own doing. Anytime you get up on
somebody 9-0, basically you've just
got to throw the ball down the middle.”

“You got a young sophomore pitch-
ing and he’s trying to impress and nib-
ble, especially with two strikes,” Brady
said, of . “He’s got to understand that
i's about just throwing strikes and
throw the minimum pitches possible.
Make them swing the bat and rely on
our defense.”

Right-hander Steven McCoy
picked up the victory, giving up four
earned runs and six hits in six innings
pitched. Right-hander Greg Bierling
picked up the save and struck out two
in just over an inning pitched. ¥

“Even at the end, we had to bring -

Greg Bierling back. and you just can't
say enough great things about his lead-
ership,” Brady said. “He won the ball
there at the end, and it worked out quite
well because it seemed like the home
plate umpire was squeezing Josh Green
alittle bit. He definitely squeezed Todd
Katz, and Greg came in there and did-
n’t allow anything to distract him and
just went after them. He ended up get-
ting the save. It was impressive.”

BaseBaLL UPDATE

oy
RN

i

| ABOVE:
| fielder Jimmy Reiter takes a catch and sends another Quincy batter
back to the dugout.

Raman defeat GLVC rival Quincy in a thriller

Photos by Kevin Ottley / The Current

LEFT: With open glove, eyes on the baseball and right foot on the first
| base, UMSL's Logan Hughes ensures the run out.
“SAFE HANDS!” Backed by teammate Colby Hughes, UMSL out-

UMSL sec-
! ond base-

| man Tony

| Grana takes
| afew
warm-up

| throws just
| before the

| start of the
next inning.
Behind
Grana is
short-stop
Brian
Weiss.

JuaLn) 24 | KO uneR

UM-St. Louis center-fielder Jim
Reiter was the hero for UM-St. Louis
in the second game of a double head-
er sweep against Northemn Kentucky.
UM-St. Louis won the opener 4-1,

i and used a ninth inning rally to break

a tie and beat the Norse 7-6 in the sec-
| ond game.

Reiter saved the day in the field in
the eighth i mmng and then drove in the
! winning run in the bottom of the ninth
for the Rivermen as UM-St. Louis
- held off a Northern Kentucky rally in
that second game. UM-St. Louis took
control early with a run in the first
. inning. The Rivermen then added
three in the second inning, two of

_UM-St. Louis
HIWI‘IIIGII
I!asal_lall

BY Hank Bunus
Spon‘s Editor

Declared by many of its members as

i the toughest conference in NCAA-

' Division II, the Great Lakes Valley
Conference is filled with many formi-
dable opponents for the UM-St. Louis
baseball squad. - Cumrently, the
Rivermen are at the top of the GLVC,
witha 13-3 conference record and a 25-
6 overall record. That being the case,
Rivermen im Brady feels that
his team is the team (0 season.

“It’s not an easy road the restof the
way, but I'm confident that if we play
up to our capabilities that teams are
going to have to beat us,” Brady said.
“Because 1 really don’t see us beating

those coming on a two-run homer by
Colby Hughes, his first of the season.
Northern Kentucky got on the board
in the third with a single run to make
it a 4-1 game. UM-St. Louis would
then get an RBI ground out from
Logan Hughes in the fifth. The Norse
came right back with two of their own
in the top of the sixth to make it a 5-3
game. Doug Wiles would add to the
UM-St. Louis lead and make it 6-3
with an RBI single in the bottom half
of the sixth for the Rivermen.
Northern Kentucky charged right
back with a run in the seventh to make
it 6-4 and set the stage for a big eighth
inning. The Norse got an RBI single

ourselves. I really don't.”

According to Brady, one major way
that UM-St. Louis can avoid beating
themselves is through handling wins
and losses well.

“This teamn has the capability of
going on a roll and gathering momen-
tum,” Brady said. “All of a sudden,
before you know it, you could win 10 or
12 in a row. If you have a bad game,
you pitch that aside and you go on. You
just keep playing and realize that you're
going to hit a couple bumps in the road
and a day where you don’t play well.”

“That’s part of the game,” Brady
continued. *“You might run into a hot
pitcher that just goes out and does a
great job. You tip your cap to him and
you go to the next game and say ‘Okay,
let’s see what happens this time
around.™

Overall, Brady feels confident that
his 2003 squad can take on any confer-
ence opponent and the following is a
look at some of the key teams in the

with two on and then got a bases-
loaded ground out that brought home
the second run of the inning to tie the
score at 6-6, with runners on second
and third. After a walk loaded the
bases with two outs, Northern
Kentucky’s Ryan Wells hit a deep fly-
ball to left center that looked to bring
home at least two runs, possibly three.
Jim Reiter then saved the day for UM-
St. Louis, making a full-speed, diving
catch that ended the inning. After
UM-St. Louis failed to score in the
bottom of the eight, Colby Hughes
pitched a perfect top of the ninth
inning in relief, striking out the last
two hitters and giving UM-St. Louis a

GLVC.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY
“Defending Champs,” Brady said.

INDIANAPOLIS

“They are a perennial power,” Brady
said. “T think our teams compare very
favorably. I think I'd give us a slight
edge, but keep in mind we’ve got to go
there to play. Once again, if this team
plays up to our capabilities, I truly feel
that we are the best team in this league.
Indy’s close, but they’re not as good as
we are.

WisconsIN-PARKSIDE

“They’ve got some good pitching
,and everybody knows that good pitch-
ing can stop good hitting,” Brady said.
“When we have to go in there, once
again we've got to play in their back-
yard. You've got to contend with good
pitchers. We’ve got to go out and play
well.” “It’s not going to be a given that

cha.nce in the bottom of the ninth.
Tony Grana led off the inning with a
walk and then stole second. Reiter
then came through with a clutch hit,
knocking an RBI single down the
right field line to bring home Grana
with the winning run as UMSL pre-
vailed 7-6. Colby Hughes got the win
in relief, improving his record to 4-0
on the year.

In the opener, the Rivermen got off
to a quick start as Tony Grana led off
the bottom of the first with a solo
homer to right, his third of the year, for
a 1-0 lead. Northemn Kentucky would
score once in the third to tie the game
before the Rivermen brought home

we’re just going to go out and be able to
stand toe-to-toe and go out there and
slug them,” Brady continued. “Their
team is predicated on solid pitching.
They've got three solid starters. In
baseball, pitching’s the name of the
game; so [ would say that they’re dan-
gem].is.”

SaINT Josept's

“T think that we play them at the very
end,” Brady said. “T think by that time
we're going to get a better idea. 1know
they’ve got one pretty good pitcher.
After that, their offense is not some-
thing that scares me. They’re going to
have to manufacture runs. I think
they’re a team that, basically, we need
to stay on top of. If we do, I think we’ll
prevail.”

SIVE
“They’re rivals on the other side of

the river and they’re always a handful,

no matter where they’re at in the stand-

three runs in the fourth inning, all with
two outs. In that inning, UM-St. Louis
had runners on second and third with
two outs when Aaron Brown roped a
two-run base hit and then came
around to score on an RBI single by
Doug Wiles for the 4-1 win. Matt
Kueny picked up the win to improve
his record to a perfect 6-0 on the sea-
son. Colby Hughes pitched the last 1.2
innings to pick up the save.

UM-St. Louis is now 25-6 on the
season and 13-3 in the GLVC. The
Rivermen are in first place in the con-
ference and lead both Northern
Kentucky and Indianapolis by three
losses in the standings.

| CoacH’s CORNER | |
ngn skipper confident that UMSL can stay atop the GLVC

ings,” Brady said. “It's the same way
with us against them. It’s one of those
things that you never know. The team
that comes ready to play that day will be
the team that wins. Once again, you
can’t take them for granted.”

“That rivalry; it’s kind of like
Missouri and Kansas,” Brady contin-
ued. “You can throw all the records out
the window when those two teams play,
and it’s kind of the same way with us.
When we play, you can throw the
records out the window because
whichever team goes out and plays well
normally prevails.”

Maaic Numeer?

“T just want to win the next game,”
Brady said. “When you play well and
you look up at the scoreboard and say
‘God, we’ve got a 20 point lead.” Tkind
of want to play each game and say
‘Okay, we won that game. Let’s go to
the next game.” Then, we’ll let every-
thing else kind of fall into place.” '
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" The UM-St. Louis women’s softball team fell to confer-
ence opponent STU-Edwardsville Wednesday afternoon 13-
2 and 8-0 in two games. This loss puts UM-St. Louis at 9-17-
1 overall and 3-7 in GLVC action.

UM-St. Louis struck first in the bottom of the first inning,
scoring two runs on a single by Danielle Moore. STUE quick-
ly answered, taking the lead on four unearned runs in the top
of the second. The Riverwomen offense struggled, while
SIUE added to their lead, scoring nine runs in the sixth and
seventh innings. The Cougars won the first game of the dou-

women fall

L Calat

to SIUE

ble header 13-2. Riverwomen hurler Danielle Moore
pitched 5 innings, giving up nine unearned runs and three
strikeouts.

In the second game SIUE jumped all over UM-St. Louis,
scoring one run in the first, two in the second, one in the
third, and one in the fifth and sixth innings. SIUE claims the
8-0 conference victory.

UM-St. Louis will compete in the GLIAC/GLVC
Showdown this weekend, playing two games Saturday, April
12 and three on Sunday, April 13, 2003. '
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TOP LEFT: Riverwomen pitcher Danielle Moore throws during the first game of a double-header
against SIUE Wednesday. ABOVE: Shortstop Jamie Beucke attempts to field the ball Wednesday.
LEFT: Savanna Adams unsuccessfully tries to tag out a SIUE player at second base.
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Marty Cancila Mitsubishi’s

“The Bigger Better
Zero Event”’

Congratuvlations Grads drive free® until next year!
$0 Down, $0 Interest, $0 Paymentis until 704
PLUS $1,000 CASH BACK! **

Plus All College Students and Faculty Receive,
AN ALL INCLUSIVE 5 DAY / 4 NIGHT CRUISE for 2!
with purchase before April 30th, 2003*

=TEST DRIVE A NEW MITSUBISHI and receive a MUSIC CD and $15.00 Gas Card.

=Fast Easy Approval on our website: Www.getamitsubishi.com
=Education Edge — College grads may qudlify for the best rates and a $500 College Rebate

Mitsubishi Eclipse
You Save up to $4,282 g
You pay $15,399 or $199.40 per month §

LOADED
Stock # 1100

Research Study on !

Dating Couples

 Who is eligible? Females (ages 18+)
in heterosexual dating relationships

of a least 3 months duration may be
eligible for participation.

 How long will the study take?
Estimated 1-1.5 hours.

et
L

= B
Mitsubishi Lancer e
Starting @ $189 per month - 48 Month s v &) .
Lease* Sign & Drive '
That’s with $0 down, no security deposit,

and they make the first payment!

 What will I receive for my partici-
pation? Upon completion of the study,

each member of the couple will

receive $15 (total of $30) Mitsubishi Outlander

Starting @ $254 per month - 48 Month
Lease* Sign & Drive
That’s with $0 down, no acquisition fee, and

they make the first payment!
Stock # 11008 >

If you are interested in participating, contact our research
office at (314) 516-5411 to determine if you are eligible

for the study.

8917 Dunn Road

Hozelwood, MO 63042
(314) 021-6111

DU RS m

Dt RO 5
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= Q HIGHWAY 270

N. Lindbergh ext. 258 o1
*Prices use ol rebales ano oemer imceminves, wiin ore not availoble if Finonced through MMCA using their specicl progroms. All finance programs, induding through MMCA are subject fo opproved credit. Cannol bey

zombined with ony other finoncing plons, “Loncer Lases bosed on Loncer ES ADD Packege ond Outlondar LS ZWD A0 Packoge, w/ $500 Educotion Edge Rebate. Tox, Title, License not induded. **1,000 cosh back [*
for 000 plon on 03 Golonts. **To be shigible for the $500 Fducation Fdge Rebate yau must qualify, see deolership for detoils. Al vehicles subjedt fo prior sale. Available on in-stock units only. Pictures for ilustrafion’}s
use only. Eclipse Poyments amount ncludes 20% dewn, 72 Manths of 4.9% Interes), WAL “Puschose is respansible for 550 Registration and Pord/Taxes Fee, opprox SB9. Tronspartation 1o por, nof included.
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Movies |

Film openings are subject to
change

April 16

Bulletproof Monk -
action/sci-fi tale about
immortal Tibetan Kung Fu
master in San Francisco,
stars Chow Yun-Fat

Chasing Papi - three
Hispanic women discover
they are all being cheated
on by the same guy; stars
Roselyn Sanchez, Sofia
Vergara, Jaci Velasquez

April 18

The Good Thief - Neil
Jordan directs this English-
language remake of the
French classic tale of the
underworld, “Bob Le
Flambeur”; stars Nick Nolte

Holes - comedy based on
the hit Louis Sachar young
people’s book, stars .
Sigourney Weaver, Tim Blake
Nelson, Jon Voight

Down with Love - attempt
at recreating a '50s Rock
Hudson-Doris Day romantic
comedy in modern form but
with '50s movie elements
like process shots and
overblown color; stars Renee
Zellweger, Ewan McGregor

From Justin to Kelly -
"American Idol” TV show on
big screen

Rivers and Tides - San
Francisco Film Fest winner
about sculptor Andy
Goldsworth, who uses natur-
al objects to create
ephemeral art.

April 19

Holger Lang - a program of
short films and videos by
Holger Lang, a filmmaker
with a background in paint-
ing, sculpture, and photog-
raphy, which he describes
as personal experiments
and more

April 24

I, A Man - another Warhol
film; this is the one with a
brief appearance by the
woman who shot him. Free,
one night only, Webster’s
Moore Auditorium

l Movie REviEw |

“‘Bend It Like Beckham’ scores goal

BY CATHERINE
Maraquis-HOMEYER

AEE Editor

You don’t have to like soccer to
love “Bend It Like Beckham.”

This wonderful comedy has some
things in common with the longest
running hit of last year. As many peo-
ple learned from “My Big Fat Greek
Wedding,” cultural clashes can be a
rich mine for humor. Although it is a
very different story, the new English
film “Bend It Like Beckham” also
finds comedy in a tale of a young
woman bending the rules to get around
her ethnic family’s expectations.

“Bend It Like Beckham™ is a com-
ing of age movie about Jess
(Parminder K. Nagra), a teen girl who
loves soccer and adores British soccer
star Beckham. But her Indian Sikh

family doesn’t think soccer is right for
a girl and hopes she’ll grow out of it.
Still, she pursues her sport by playing
soccer with a group of Indian guys in
the park, beating them soundly game
after game. Jules (Keira Knightly), an
English teen who plays on a girls’ soc-
cer team, spots Jess runming circles
around the guys and invites her to try
out for her team. Knowing her parents
wouldn’t approve, she reluctantly
agrees to sneak out for the try out. The
coach (Jonathan Rhys-Meyers), an
Irish soccer player until an mjury
ended his budding career, recognizes
her great talent and signs her up right
away. The two gifted soccer players,
Jess and Jules, have more than the
sport in common, for Jules has a moth-
er who is also opposed to her “unfem-
inine” sport, and the pair soon become
close friends. The English Jules

Parminder Nagra (Jess Bharma) and Keira Knightley (Jules
Paxton) play two soccer players who overcome cultural differ- .
ences.

Music maniac tours the country

BY AmMy GonNwa
Music Critic

At first glance, one assumes that
the upcoming concert will be an
extravagant production filled with sev-
eral musicians. With seven electric
guitars, two acoustic guitars and a
multitude of percussion instruments,
the stage appears to be set up for a sub-
stantially sized band. As Keller
Williams takes the Pageant stage, the
crowd watches with amazement as he
is the night’s only performer. The April
4 exhibit was one of exquisite musi-
cianship and sophisticated sound.

Keller Williams takes an innovative
approach to his music and utilizes the
evolution of music technology to cre-
ate captivating tunes. First, Williams
plays one instrument and creates a
steady beat; then he records and loops
that beat for the rest of the song. He
furthers that initial beat with layers of
others, including various guitar riffs
and vocal progressions. By the end,
there is a full band wailing at the hands
of one man, and it'is truly fascinating
to experience.

The multitude of instruments that
Williams played during his perfor-
mance injected the Pageant crowd
with excitement and vivacity. His fin-
gers seemed to be on a dazzling race to
beat the clock as they moved up and
down his guitar. Both his experience
and his dedication to musical techni-

calities were evident in Friday’s per-
formance. One die-hard fan, Leo
Quattrocchi, explained to me that,
‘Keller tickles my spine!’ Just the way
that Williams’ music feels and sounds
is enough to fill venues and sell out
shows, just as he proved in Friday's
sold-out performance. Standing out-
side shivering in the unusually chilly
breeze were several fans determined to
enter at any cost, but to their dismay,
the ticket office was closed for sales.
This devotion exhibits the "power
behind Williams® music and the fol-
lowing that he has acquired over the
past few years.

The show was a kind of demanding
symphony of sound that grabs each
and every audience member by the
ears and pulls them in. By the time
Williams played “Freaker by the
Speaker” there wasn't a body in the
entire room that was not shaking with
the imaginative beat. He played a vari-
ety of compositions—old favorites such
as “Breathe,” cover songs like “Night
Fever” and “Sloth” and exquisite new
pieces. Lyrically, Williams compiles
comedic light-hearted ideas with poet-
ic simplicity to create quite the effec-
tive work of art. '

Williams' stage presence is both
laid back and pleasant. He turns to the
crowd for help with songs, which
makes for more of an interactive show.
It is amazing how he executes each
and every note with precision and
grace, making his music appear much
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inspires Jess to share in her dream of
playing pro soccer.

Where the story rolls from there is
best to see on the screen; telling much
more may spoil it. “Bend It Like
Beckham” really has it all. It is a story
of girl power, friendship, culture, fam-
ily, following one’s dreams, and grow-
ing up-with a touch of romance. It
even has a wedding. The comedy of
this film has much in common with the
wildly successful “My Big Fat Greek
Wedding,” which inevitably invites
comparisons, but frankly, I liked this
film even more. Maybe it is that I'm a
sucker for coming of age stories or
maybe it is the more complicated
intercultural dynamics, but I found this
film funnier and more charming at the
same tme.

“Bend It Like Beckham” is the
work of writer/director Gurinder
Chadha, a Brit of Indian descent who
knows something about this topic. As
a woman director working in what is
still a man’s field, problems of women
in a non-traditional field must be
familiar territory for her too. But the
director’s sense of fun, which includes
her clowning in outtakes running with
the end credits, is the delicious flavor
of this film. '

The acting is strong too. Nagra is
wonderful as Jesminder *Jess”
Bharma, both determined and uncer-
tain, the way teens are. She handles the
nuances of the character’s transitions
marvelously and wins our hearts easi-
ly. Knightly's cocky Juliette “Jules”
Paxton is delightful as well, capturing
the exasperation with parents and the
changeable moods of adolescence per-
fectly. Rhys-Meyers does a fine job as
Joe, the coach who consistently puts
his proteges first while coping with his
own inner conflicts.

On the page, the plot seems simple
and familiar, and certainly, this kind of
tale has been told as drama many
times. But “Beckham” is a comedy,

‘and the fun is in the characters, the

family and the cultural clashes that
spill out. Since the film is humorous,
like the “Greek™ film, it pokes affec-
tionate fun at cultural differences. The
family characters are a significant
comic element, but this film spends a
bit more time on the changes going on

‘Keller Williams has been turning the rules of musical composition around for two years now.
His live show is a beautiful exhibit of one man’s shining talent.’

less complicated than it really is.
Barefoot and laid-back, Williams is
interesting and empowering to watch
on stage. He seems to finally be receiv-
ing the recognition he deserves as a tal-
ented name in modern music. The
sound seems to be rooted in new-age
folk, reggae and modern jazz music,
but there is not one name that you can

-'_'(.'-‘_ .

Photo courtesy Fox Searchlight Pictures.

Gurinder Chadha is the director of “Bend It Like Beckham,” a

comedy about clashing cultures.

within the head of this young athlete.
In some respects, it is the story of both
girls, and the obstacles and misunder-
standings in both families lead to both
laughs and plot twists.

There is plenty of farce in this story,
since deceit leads to misunderstand-
ings. There is also a lot of tomboy stuff
and gender jokes, with the soccer girls
having names that could be boy’s
names (Jess, Jules, Mel) and even the
coach (Joe) having a name that could
be the other gender (Jo), in contrast to
Jess’s boy-obsessed sister Pinky and
her girly-girl friends. There is a lot
about mothers trying to get the girls to

be more “feminine,” give up soccer
and find a boyfriend, and even bits
about being gay. At its heart, the filmis
warm and affectionate, and while you
are laughing your head off at the mix-
ups, particularly around her sister’s
wedding, you'll also be left with a
warm glow by this film.

“Bend It Like Beckham” is simply
the best comedy I've seen in a long

time, the kind of comedy that is too

rare. | recommend that anyone who
likes comedy. especially if you liked
that other culture-clash comedy, run to
go see this. You'll probably want to see
this one over and over too.

place on it. Williams typically- falls
into the jam band category but is far
removed from the genre, as he is per-
forming ‘individually and not collec-
tively.

. Any musician who can tumn a
twelve-string guitar into an earth-shak-
ing movement is worth the ticket price.
Williams puts on a performance that is
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both aesthetically and euphoniously
pleasing. Your mouth will be smiling
and so will your ears; it's not easy to
keep your soul from dancing. What
more could you want? As soon as you
can, run to your nearest Keller
Williams show and indulge in the
mystery that is the one man show of
musical extravagance.
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Getting lost with ‘Gerry’ is treat for art film fans

BY CATHERINE
MaRrauis-HOMEYER

AEE Editor

“Gerry” is the kind of cine-
ma that indie film fans dream
about.

Gus Van Sant’s return to the
world of art film is the won-
drous “Gerry.” Starring Matt
Damon and Casey Affleck, itis
a nearly wordless tale of two
friends who walk into the
desert wilderness and get lost.
Much of the story is purely
visual, with powerful photo-
graphic images that speak vol-
umes that can’t be put in
words.

How does one describe
with words a non-verbal story?
The two men (Damon and
Affleck) drive to a desert in the
Southwest to take a hike. The
Jong sequence of unwinding
road, beautiful to look at as a
piece of film, and their silence
along the way sets the tone of
the journey we are about to
start. We are given little expo-
sition; instead we just watch
them as their trip unfolds. The
audience members are true
flies-on-a-wall, and like in real
life the dialog is for the charac-
ters, not for us. The pair is hik-
ing to an undisclosed point but
through carelessness and impa-
tience get lost along the way.

Confident that they are near
their goal, they just keep walk-
ing.

The director gives us little
spoken information but vol-
umes in visual input. Little of
what is said matters much.
What we have instead is mar-
velous mis-en-scene, breath-
taking photography, original
compositions and the wide,
desolate landscape as the back-
drop to the actions of the char-
acters.

From a visual standpoint,
the film is stunning. Clearly
influenced by silent films, the
director uses the placing of
camera, movement, camera
angle and composition to

speak louder than words can.
The rhythm of shots sinks into
our brains the way music
reaches deeper into our hearts
than mere words. Long stylish
shots pull us into the desert
along with the wandering
souls, and extended sequences
give us the queasy feeling of
sharing the ordeal with the
luckless pair.

Their conversations give us
just enough information to
intrigue us. In real life, you
might explain more to a third
person, but in a conversation
between two close friends
there is a lot of verbal short-
hand. It appears the two men
might both be named Gerry, or

maybe that is just what they
call each other. Clearly,
“Gerry” means a screw-up,
and screw-ups are everywhere
in this film.

Cinema really is a visual
medium, and this film under-
.stands and exploits that artisti-
cally. The film project was an
experiment of sorts, a minimal-
ly scripted piece of cinema that
tries to recapture the power of
silent films by stripping the
story bare. The story seems
existentialist and is reminiscent
of “Waiting for Godat” in
places. Like that play, the point
here isn’t really the unseen
goal or the missing Godat but
the journey or the process

itself. “Gerry” also evokes
images of “Greed,” a classic
novel of the turn of the Jast

century that was made into an .

artistically hailed silent film.
That story also featured two
men in the desert, but those
men were enemies, not friends.
In the end, whether or not they
are friends may not matter as
much as who he stronger man
is. It is a powerful and unset-
tling thought in a powerful and
unsettling film. Like any good
work of art, its meaning is sub-
ject to differing interpretations

by different individuals. There

is no absolute answer.

see GERRY, page 11
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‘Off By One’ on the rise

BY MELISSA McCRARY
Staff Writer

Loud drumming beats, punk-rock
lyrics, fast strumming of the guitar and
monstrous bass is what can be found on
“Off By One’s” self-titled album.

~ Three longtime high school friends
decided that they wanted to put togeth-
er their skills to form a rock band. The
only problem was that they were short
a band member, and that is how they
got the name “Off By One.”

After two years of scouting an extra
member, the talented teens finally
found a bass player.

With Jon Bishop (guitar), Jordan
Brownwood (bass), Trevor Easter
(drums) and Marc Gould (vocals), the
four men from San Diego began their
career.

Even though there were now four
members, they insisted on keeping their
original name.

It was in spring of 2001 when the
men started producing the 13 songs that
are on their self-titled album. A year
later the group signed a contract with

- LMC Records after being spotted play-
ing at a beach party. Currently, the
group 1s living their ultimate dream of
seeing their album for sale at music
stores and touring many major United
States cities.

When I began listening to the
albumn, the first thing that I noticed was
that my CD player skipped to track
two. Confused, I took out the album
cover o make sure that my radio was
not broken. To my surprise I saw that
their album starts at track two, and that
track one is titled “Off By One.” It is
very original for the group, which
defines itself by creating a missing first
song.

While much of their music is based
on their personal experiences in high
school, they also have songs about love
and taking bigger steps in life.

I'was able to reflect on my own high
school memories after listening to track
12, “Highschool.” This song talks
about skipping class, gossip, passing
notes and some of the immature behav-
iors of high schoolers. This tune really
relates to Bishop, because he is still in
high school, and the other members
tease him saying that they do not know
if he will ever get out.

The men (if you would call them
that— three of them are under the age
of 21) share some of their stories of
what high school was like. They
describe the teachers and guidance
counselors being appalled by their idea
of becoming rock stars. They also talk
about how the Career Day did not
impact their lives or what they really

wanted to do. Some of their ideas and |
inspirations might have come to them |
while they spent most of their high |
school time in detention. Most people |
tried urging them to go to college, say- |
ing that that is the only way they could |
evermake a living, but now building up
a fan base they are proving them
wrong.

Track four, “On My Way,” is anoth-

‘er song where the band members’ up- |
beal personalities are displayed. The |
song shows how people can put down
others’ ambitions, but a true winneris a |
person who follows their dreams in all |
aspects. The lyrics “Tell your dad I got |
my future planned, I'm in a band,”
shows that the men are fulfilling their
goals.

The band has been opening for oth-
ers and has been thrilled to be a part of
the Warp Tour. These rookies still have
a long way to go to becoming famous,
but like one of their songs says, “they
are on their way.”

When asked by Skratch Magazine
what the band forésaw as the future of
OBO, they responded, “A lot of shit.”

This punky band will be making
their way: to our hometown, St. Louis, |
on September 6, playing at the Creepy |
Crawl Night Club. For other tour dates
and more information log onto

www.OffByOneOnline.com.
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The band Off By bne has been opening for others and has been thrilled to be a part of the Warp
Tour. Off By One recently released a self-titled album. ’

10) Largest university in the St. Louis
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athe UM-ST. LOUIS
GRADUATE STUDY
INFORMATION FAIR.

Monday, April 21, 2003

5-6:30 p.m.
Millennium Student Center

3rd Floor Rotunda

area. 9) All the advantages of a major

research university at a fraction

of the cost. 8) 21 graduate certificates,

30 Master’s, and 14 poctorat programs-
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campus minutes from Intersiates

70, 170, 270, and 64/40, and MetroLink.

5) A cutturally diverse student

population representing 4? states

and more than ]08 countries.

4) Class sizes that average less than

22 students. 3) Over 65,000 alumni

to facilitate networking. 2) Programs

linked to vibrant
community

resources.
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10 Reasons

You should attend the University of Missouri-St. Louis

AND THE NUMBER 1 REASON TO ATTEND UM-ST. LOUIS IS...

Its a fantastic INVESTMENT

—

" Your Future!

For more information call 314.516.5900 or visit https//www.umsledu/divisions/graduate/

GERRY, from page 10

Director Van Sant has been work-
ing in mainstream films for a long
time now, and it would not be sur-
prising if filmgoers were skeptical
about a return to his indie film roots.
Likewise, Damon has moved back
and forth in artistic and commercial
films. Despite the expectations their
history might bring, the film is an
unmitigated artistic success.

Damon, Affleck (brother of Ben),
and Van Sant are neighbors as well as
friends and conceived this unusual
project together. The idea was to

minimize right-brain planning and
just go out and shoot off the cuff.
According to Van Sant, it was envi-
sioned as an effort to make a film
more in the style of silent films,
which often were more concept than
written script. The polished look of
the film indicates there was more
planning than that, but the barebones,
non-verbal tale leaves plenty of room
for the imagination of the viewer to
fill in the blanks. The story is more
visceral, more emotional than intel-
lectual and therefore artistically pow-

erful.

If you only like escapist fare, this
one is not for you. "Gerry" is a glori-
ous looking, disturbing film, the kind

of project that pushes the edges of

filmmaking and challenges the audi-
ence. It is just the thing to get a
cinephile's blood moving and artistic
senses tingling. Art films are not usu-
ally blockbuster hits, and clearly Van
Sant, Damon, and Affleck didn't
expect that. But it is a welcome
draught to art film lovers in a desert
of vapid commercial movies.

Photo courtesy Thinkfilm

Matt Damon and Casey Affleck star in “Gerry,” a film by Gus Van Sant. Look for this film in the-

aters starting February 14th.

Got questions?

How do I register for classes?

>

What is a minor and
do | need one?

Can you help me understand
this degree audit?

Can I retake a class
to improve my GPA?

fino
he

py

You mean I have to
apply for graduation?
How do 1 do that?

Where can |

Py

a tutor to
P me with

t

We’ve got
answers.

UNIVERSITY

225 Millennium Student Center 314-516-5300 WWW.UMSL.EDU/SERVICES/ADVISING/

nis class?

e

T




The Current

Hello all of you out there wherev-
r you are. We're back again for
other thrilling installment of The
illage Idiots. Jason is feeling partic-
larly tired this week. You see, he
ust got back from a journalism con-
erence in Springfield, Mo. (yeah, we
10w, it sucks there), and he spent
he entire time crying because his
ood friend Adam did not attend, for
asons we will not disclose here
Jason’s note: AHEM.. jail.] Jason
eally missed Adam’s drunken
scapades at this conference and
learly wished he could have seen
dam wrestle yet another sprinkler
for more information about this,
vrite us at our e-mail address and
lirect it to Jason. Seriously, it's a
unny story.) But, c’est la vie. We'll
et on with our lives continue to
erve you, dearest reader. Without
jou, we would be shells of
nen...okay, so we already are, but
wmor us. Anywho, let us forge
thead with your questions.

ear Village Idiots-

_ After seeing your Chuck Woolery-
sque skills with helping the G.1. with
he sex essay, I have decided to enlist
bour help. I am what I consider an
ittractive guy, funny, etc. 1 don't
Tuve diseases or homicidal tenden-

cies, but | don't have any dates,
ither. Upon much evaluation of the
ituation, 1 think that 1 just might be
0o good to be approached. How can

become a normal, boring guy so
hat I, too, can get the lovin’ from the
adies?

. =Sincerely, Cramped hand

ear Jerky-

We think we know the problem.
[oo often people have low self-
Steemn, and that’s a damn shame, but
What's worse is people who fall on
he other end of the spectrum, People
ike you. Do you seriously think the
Feason you can't get any of that
Ejycet, sweet lovin’ is because you’re

1l that and the proverbial bag of
Chips? Do you really think that being
poring is the way to woo the women?
Nice try. but your theory floats about
s well as rock. A really heavy rock.
A really heavy rock that doesn’t float.
et the point? Take Adam for exam-
ple: He gets all the ladies, and he’s
pot boring by any means [Jason's
piote: Yes he is. And I hate him].
~ Although we think that you're
probably a really giant tool, Jason has
kympathy for your dry spell [Adam’s
note: Nevermind, this one is (oo easy.
freel free to insert your own joke
here...]. [Jason's note: Did I mention
lready that I hate you? Because I do.
A lot.] and wants to remind you that

iere’s nothing wrong with flying
splo, unless you’re Amelia Earhart.

ow, we should probably apologize
or that horrible allusion. (You’ve got
o admit, though, it is kind of
nny...)
. What the hell were we talking
bout? Oh yeah, the guy with the
roblem...This job would be a lot
sier sometimes if we could just
amble incoherently. It's what we do
best. We've even faken classes on
how we can improve or inane ram-
b].mgs We both got an “A.” We can’t
ven remember the last time we got
that high a grade. [Jason’s note: We
said ‘high.’]

Honestly, Jerky, be less of an ass
Iand see where that gets you. [Adam’s

note; And quit wanking off so much.
It kind of creeps me out.]

Granger

- 'D'QTS

Bodendieck . ﬂ.:ei'tﬁ‘x A

By the way, we thought we'd
advise you to take care of those cal-
luses before you sand your little
Jimmy away. That could suck. Just
ask Adam.

-Love, Adam and Jason

Dear Village Idiots-

I notice that in the past there have
been numerous references to Bruce
Springsteen in your column. I know
thar you refer to other musicians, too,
but Springsteen is pertinent to this
question. I recently found myself in
an argument with my 3-year-old
nephew about who the boss is. It
should be noted that my nephew’s
father is a big fan of Springsteen and
the E-Street Band and has obviously
corrupted his innocent young son. As
a result of this Jim Jonesian brain-
washing, my nephew insists that
Springsteen is the boss, but I insist on
Tony Danza. I mean really, could
Bruce handle the household that
Danza ruled with such a sensitive yet
authoritarian iron fist? Would Bruce
have known what to do when
Samantha had her “woman prob-
lems”? I don’t think so, and I tried to
convince my nephew of this. His
counter-argument was really weak:
“Uh-uh. Bruce Speensteen is the
boss, poophead. Ha ha.” Please
shine some light on this topic and
help us solve this problem. There

-Sincerely, I am not a Poophead!

Dear Poophead-

Our first inclination is to agree
with your nephew, but then Adam
would feel the need to get on his
soapbox and rant for half an hour
about how Springsteen is the greatest
thing since sliced bread and has
always been under appreciated and
misunderstood, Therefore, we're
going to take a more objective and
diplomatic approach. We're gonna go
out on a limb and assert that there can
actually be two bosses. Springsteen
is, and always will be, the boss of
music [Adam'’s note: Take that, Nora
Jones. How do you like them
apples?] [Jason’s note: While Adam
is freakishly in love with Bruce
Springsteen, and I have to say it real-
ly creeps me out, I beg to differ with
him on the whole Springsteen ruling
music. Granted, Springsteen rocks,
but any true connoisseur of music
will recognize the genius of The
Beatles. I mean, ¢’'mon Adam...get
real you tool. Oh yeah, I still hate
you.] Tony Danza can be the boss of
television (or at least really bad sit-
coms...). Of course, even though
Danza is the television boss, he’s
most definitely not in charge. That
honor would have to go to
Hollywood’s biggest man-whore,
Scott Baio, who is in charge of not
only our days but also our nights
[Jason’s note: I want, I want, Charles
in charge of me...boy, that sounded
good in my.head, but now that I see it
typed I realize that it really sounds
pretty gay. I can be my own worst
enemy sometimes...].

So there you have it, the new trin-
ity: Bruce, Tony and Scott [Adam’s
note: Trinity? It sounds more like the
cook staff at LaPagliaci’s Pizza
K it ¢ h e n ] .
Anyway, hope that helps settle your
little argument. Oh, and next time
your nephew calls you a poophead,
we strongly recommend kicking him
in the shin (For Christ’s sake, we're
kidding!! Please don’t write in to
chide us for

-~

T
condoning/endorsing/supporting
child abuse).

-Love, Jason and Adam

Well, that's one more week down
the drain. Don’t forget to write us
with your questions and comments.
The semester is almost over and after
that you'll be on your own. That’s
right, The Village Idiots are nearing
the end of their run. So sad. That’s
right, Adam is graduating and, scary
thought, Jason is going to take over
as editor-in-chief of The Current next
year. YIKES. So, if you know what’s
good for you you’ll hop on the advice
train stat and get it while the getting’s
good. Final thought for this week:
Somewhere, somehow Scott Baio is
getting freak nasty at this very
moment with a woman that he'does-
n’t really love...

P.S. The Village Idiots would like
to say we are pro-big fat Jews [Note:
Adam Schwadron is a good friend of
the column and he told us we could
say thin.] By this, we are officially
endorsing Adam Schwadron for pres-
ident of Student Government
Association. So if you like us, vote
Schwadron, if not, pretend we
endorsed one of the other schmucks.
[Truth be told, Adam paid us a lot of
money for this endorsement. Thanks
Adam, it's appreciated. Adam
(Bodendieck that is) went out and got
himself a fancy new bikini wax kit
and Jason bought a lot of sunglasses.]
[Adam’s note: Jason...I REALLY
hate your damn sunglasses.] [Jason’s
note: That’s fine Adam, I really hate
YOU!]

In case you hadn’t noticed, there
is an abundace of space at the bottom
of this colum. “Why?" you might
ask. Well, Jason would like to take
the time to congratulate Adam on the
impending birth of his next child.
Adam. on behalf of myself (this is
Jason, son) and the entire Current
staff, congratulations Adam. [Jason’s
note: You know, if you were a good
friend. you’d name the kid after me.
That'd be like, totally cool!]

-Love, Jason, Stanford, Anne,
Mike, Nichole, Catherine, Shannon,
Sara, Sara, Jamie, Hank, Melissa,
Kate, Amy, Kevin, Mindaugas,
Darren, Judi, Elliot, Rudy, Charlie,
Rob, Michah, Becky, Ahsley and
Lishu.

If you have a question, send us an e-
mail: VillageldiotsJA @yahoo.com.
If you don't like e-mail, you can
bring a question to us on the third
floor of the MSC, room 388.

/!!DISCLAIMER!!!
Adam  Bodendieck and Jason
Granger are by no means qualified to
dispense advice. They are a couple of
stupid college guys. Please do not
send them serious questions. It will be
assumed that if you send them ques-
tions, they are in_jest and open to
Adam and Jason’s own particular
brand of humor. This column is
intended to be read as parody. So
there.

-The Management
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Jobs for
Great People
Working with
Great Kids!!"!

\
"’°m 100 “"‘

Encounter incredible adventures.

Make a lasting difference in the life of great kids!
Wyman Center is currently looking for fun, motivated and
energetic people to fulfill positions at both of its residential

summer camps located in Imperial and Eureka, MO.
Summer employment fulfills many internship requirements
and Wyman Center 1s an Equal Opportunity Employer.
For details and application infonnatioﬁ, contact Nicole @
314-436-1480 ext.10.

THE FIRST SPRING BREAK
REALITY MOVIE!

‘No scmm's, NO ACTORS.
- No g&uuas.
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Sometimes | now need help with
yard work and light maintenance.
8-12 hrs./wk, in the NW county
area, adjustable to meet your
schedule. This could include sum-
mer session. Call Ann 314-921-
8738, after 6 p.m.

Student Assistant Needed

The Faculty Resource Center is
seeking a student assistant who
has working knowledge of PC and
Macintosh computers. MIS or com-
puter science background is pre-
ferred. Stop by the Faculty
Resource Center in CCB 105 or call
516-7191 for more information.

Seeking babysitter

Looking for some extra cash with-
out the burden of a set schedule? |
am looking for a dependable
female who thinks that the occas-
sional evening spent watching
"Spongebob Squarepants” quali-
fies as a good time. If you have any
previous babysitting experience
and like kids, please call Angie at
314-374-3692.

Help wanted

Leasing consultant needed. Full-
time days for a large West County
complex. Please fax resumes to
314-434-5277 or call 878-2479.
Equal Opportunity Employer.

CLASSIFIEDS

with 40 words or fewer
are free to
students, faculty and staff

All classifieds are due via email by 5 p.m. on the Thursday before the publication date.
In addition to the name(s) of the advertiser, each classified submitted much contain
a student number or faculty/staff department and title(s) prior to publication.

current@jinx.umsl.edu

One-bedroom apartment avail-
able in June for a lease takeover.
Located in the Central West End.
If you are interested or know
anyone who is, please call me at
314-454-3836.

Seeking roommate

UM-St. Louis student, black
female, early 20s, smoker, quiet,
studious, keeps to self, serious
minded. Seeking female roommate
to share two bdrm. apartment,
expenses approximately $400
monthly max. Must have the
finance to pay own share. If you
are interested, please call and/or
leave a message at 348-8109. The
apartment is Kensington Square

Apartments, 2100 N. New
Florissant, Florissant, MO 63033.
Room for rent

Room for rent - nice home in
Ferguson, females only, safe
neighborhood, convenient to
University/stores, french doors,
lots of windows, nice yard, stor-
age space, kitch./LR shared,
cable tv, laundry, phone and utili-
ties included. $380.00/month,
deposit required (314) 229-7641.

Subletter Wanted

Graduating student seeks sublet-
ter for this summer for an apart-
ment in the University Meadows.
Call Jon at 314-516-7836.

Summer roommate wanted
UMSL student seeking roommate
from mid May - mid August to
share a 2-bedroom apartment.
Apartment has diswasher, laundry
facilities on grounds, pool, AC,
cable, fully furnished. Mansion
Hills Apartments, super close to
campus (near the ball fields), 10
min. walk to the MetroLink.
$260/month plus phone and elec-
tric. If you are interested, call
Nicole at 314-521-5328 or 636-
922-8206.

Seeking roommate .
Seeking roommate to share large 4
bedroom house 2 miles from cam-
pus. $300/month includes every-
thing. DirecTV, DSL, and voicemail
box. Call Tripp at 521-7330.

Great apartment available

2 bedrm. apt in the U. City Loop
with additional sunroom, big din-
ing & living rooms, and off-street
parking. Very nice condition with
newer carpet and paint. Wonderful
location just a block from the
Delmar Loop in a very safe neigh-
borhood. Cheap for this area at
S625/month, includes water &
trash. Available for sublease May
1st. Call 314-726-1544 for more
info.

Seeking roommate
Roommate wanted for two-story
St. Ann home. You get upstairs-
two private bedrooms and bath-
room. | am a teacher and grad
student. All utilities included.
Prefer grad student or profes-
sional. $400 per month. Please
call Scot at 314-733-0948.

‘96 Navy blue camaro, V6
3.8 Liter, Aut., Rear Wheel Drive,
Air Cond., Power Steering, Power
Windows, Power Door Locks, Tilt
Wheel, Cruise Control, AM/FM
stereo, compact disc system, CD
Changer/Stacker, Dual Front
Airbags, ABS (4-whl), inside black
leather, power seat, t-bar roof.
Inside & outside excellent condi-
tion, four new tires, excellent
mechanical and clean engine.
$8,500. Call 603-1545.

1987 Chevy Cavalier

1200 miles. This is hot a good
looking car, but it runs great.
$1000 or best offer. Call Jared or
Marcellus at 314-402-9437 or email
marcellus_chase@hotmail.com.

1993 Pontiac Grand Am

Cranberry, 2-door automatic with
new brakes and roters all the way
around, great body, AM/FM radio
and tape deck. Runs great, very
reliable asking $2100 or best offer.

FINCHES

Zebra & Bengalese Finches @ 5
dollars each. Excellent pets, cages
also available. Please contact
Juan Martinez at 516-6256

or mimodes@jinx.umsl.edu.

Hunter green sofa bed, one
year old, in excellent new condi-
tion; perfect for dorm or apart-
ment. $200. Please contact Shane
or Holli @ (314) 805-6571.

Send classified ads to current @ jinx.umsl.edu
Restriction may apply. Call S516-5174 for more information.

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES

THAT ARE CLEAR AND CONCISE.

EVEN IF OUR NAME ISN'T.

Aside from our name, we've always been in favor of making things simple.

So contact us for smart, easy investment technigues to help you reach

your financial goals.

TIAA-CREF.org or call (800) 842-2776

TIAA
CREF

Managing money for people

with other things to think about.”

RETIREMENT | INSURANCE | MUTUAL FUNDS | COLLEGE SAVINGS | TRUSTS | INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

THA-CREF Individual and IRstifufional Services, Inc. and Teaghers Personal Investors Services. Inc. distribute securities praducts.

Housing —Jl For sale

4 speakers for sale

AIWA STEREO RECEIVER  Model
AX-100 VU

2 - 200 Watt Technics Speakers

2 - 100 Watt Sony Speakers

The asking price for the entire
package is $70.

Call Azlan at (314) 283-2190.

‘90 Honda Civic

automatic, 4-door, power win-
dows, AM/FM, disc stereo, good
body, runs great. $1000. Call 636-
346-8466.

Pontaic Grand AM

1994 Gray Metallic, 4 drs., AM/FM,
a lot of new parts. Professional
maintenance, runs great. Need to
sell. Your best offer - call 314-727-
0786, cell 314-713-4549.

Notebook computer

HP model ze5170, Intel P4-2.0
GHz, 512 MB DDR SDRAM, 40 GB
ATA100 HD, DVD-Rom + CD-RW
combo, ATl 32 MB video, 15" XGA-
TFT screen, 10/100 NIC, 56K
modem, Windows XP Home + tons
of bundled software, 3 yr. ext.
warranty, only 4 months old,
$1,700 firm. 516-6941.

Apple iMac Computer

Apple iMac 333MHz with 320mb
RAM, 6gb HD, CD-ROM, USB, eth-
ernet, modem, keyboard, and
stock mouse. EXTRAS: MacOS X
10.1, Imation SuperDisk Drive, and
Apple Pro Mouse, custom CD w/-
Mac0S updates (9.2 & 10.1.5) &
shareware apps. $425. Email
josh@joshrenard.com or (314).
895-1302. "

Frederick Eccher for SGA
President Vote online April 15th’
and 16th. http://www.umsl.edu.
or in the Chat Room.

Joe Garavaglia for Student
Senate Vote online via the UMSL
website on April 15th and 16th. -

Submissions Wanted

Bellerive is accepting submissions

(poetry, short stories, essays, pho-

tos, artwork, etc.). Include your

name, phone #, and email. Drop .
off at the Honors College Student

Office, the English Department

Office, or the Fine Arts Office.

Deadline: April 17. For more info,
email nancygleason@umsl.edu.

- FREE TEST, with immediate results,
detects pregnancy [0 days after it begins.
- PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING & ASSISTANCE.

All services are free and confidential.

Brentwood...(314) 962-5300
Ballwin.........(636) 227-2266
Bridgeton.....(636) 227-8775

All Toll Free Numbers

Pregnant?

St. Charles.....(636)724-1200
South City .... (314)962-3653

You
Are
Not

Alone _

C

Midtown ...... (636)946-4900  »-=zi=e
(After Hours: 1-800-550-4900)
www.birthrightstlouis.org

UM-ST. LOUIS
23rd ANNUAL AWARE

APRIL 15-17, 2003

SCHEDULE of ACTIVITIES

SS WEEK

OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE

April 15 *MOVIE MARATHON-FREE MSC-TV
Room
Tuesda “Training Day” 12:00 noon Closed Captioned
“Training Day” 5:30 p.m. Closed Captioned
April 16 Disability Awareness Day 1st Floor- MSC
Wednesday disABILITY SIMULATIONS 9:00-12:00 Noon
FREE MINI MASSAGES | 10:00 - Noon —1st Floor
MSC
“SHOOT FROM THE 12:15 p.m.
HIP CONTEST” by: 1ST Floor -MSC
St. Louis Wheelchair Athletic Association
Sign Up on 1st Floor MSC
April 17 Meritorious Service - MSC
Thursday Awards Ceremony Century A, B, & C - 12:15 p.m.

SPONSORED BY:

STUDENTS WITH disABILITIES ASSOCIATION  DISABILITY ACCESS SERVICES
OFFICE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
THE CURRENT
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Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks players stop in
to teach and to perform with the University Jazz Ensemble

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MIKE SHERWIN

— ”ﬁ.‘t,‘-‘-ﬂ'—*—_- == — .‘ - x &

A

o a4 o

ABOVE: Randy Salman, professor of saxophone and clarinet at DePauw and member of the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks
Orchestra, jams with members of the University Jazz Ensemble and Combo in the Provincial House Thursday morning. UMSL
Associate Professor of Music Don Parker invited Salman and another DePauw professor, Leonard Foy, to perform and teach a semi-
nar to UMSL jazz students.

RIGHT: Jerry Hill, freshman, music education, listens to Leonard Foy speak Thursday. The seminar was slated to run for an hour, but
everyone remained for almost two-and-a-half, playing music and listening to the stories of Foy and Salman.

]
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Leonard Foy talks to the group of jazz stu- Randy Salman works with the two saxophonists of the group, Erik Sanders, sophomore,

dents Thursday about the impact music has music, and Nathan Shorette, sophomore, engineering. Salman spoke on the unique status
had on his life. Foy quipped, “Music...is the of the jazz musician. “What other history has got players who don’t fit the mold, who has
most empowering thing. No one can ever trumpeters who can’t play high and fast-who are still our heroes. People who can't read
take that away from you...not even Saddam.” music-who are our heroes. Technique is not defined in our idiom.”

RIGHT:

After the seminar,
Leonard Foy and
Randy Salman joined
the University Jazz
Ensemble and Jazz
Combo for a public
performance in the
Pilot House Thursday
evening. Shown from
left are Leonard Foy,
Jessica Sacks, Erik
Sanders and Mike
Brasher. The concert

RIGHT: Jessica
focused on the Blue
Note era of jazz, :::::, s:vphoﬁora,
including pieces by 2wl
Wayne Shorter, :lnrlqht bass dur-
Clifford Brown, Hank ng the jazz semi-
Mobely, and Sonny t“I: ;h;:damivlat

Rollins.

Houa‘o.
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